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We	really	made	one	of	our	good	renter	pilots	mad.		It	
was	one	of	the	first	warmer	days	of	this	young	year,	
and	the	skies	were	blue	and	the	winds	light—a	per-
fect	day	to	fly.		And	so	our	good	customer	signed	up	
online	and	headed	for	the	ole	flying	patch,	anticipat-
ing	a	great	day	of	aviating.
	
Technology	intervened.		When	you	rent	from	Wiscon-
sin	Aviation,	our	wonderful	front	desk	people	have	
to	“dispatch”	you.		This	means	they	enter	you	in	the	
great	computer,	and	through	the	miracles	of	informa-
tion	technology,	the	computer	makes	sure	the	aircraft	
is	legal	and	the	pilot	current.		Should	the	plane	be	out	
of	annual,	past	an	A.D.,	or	due	for	a	100-hour	inspec-
tion,	a	big	warning	pops	up.		Similarly,	if	the	pilot	
needs	a	medical	or	BFR,	or	if	he	or	she	hasn’t	flown	
(with	us)	in	the	last	90	days,	up	pops	the	big	warning	
screen.		And	thus	our	customer’s	problem	began.
	
The	warning	said	“Joe	Customer”	had	not	flown	in	
the	past	90	days.		In	fact,	the	great	computer	said	it	
had	been	over	five	months	since	he	last	graced	our	
presence.		Of	course,	that	doesn’t	make	him	illegal	to	
fly;	he	just	can’t	carry	passengers	until	he	has	made	
three	takeoffs	and	landings.		But	here	is	where	it	gets	
tricky—insurance.
	
To	be	honest,	we	don’t	have	a	hard-and-fast	rule	with	
our	insurance	carrier	that	all	of	our	renter	pilots	must	
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A View from Our President
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Continued on pg 3 “President”

Wisconsin	Aviation	has	named	Jeffrey	Davis	general	manager	of	Wisconsin	
Aviation’s	Madison	facility.

Davis,	a	native	of	Beaver	Dam,	is	a	ten-year	employee	of	Wisconsin	Avia-
tion,	the	Fixed	Base	Operator	located	on	the	east	side	of	the	Dane	County	
Regional	Airport.		Davis	had	previously	been	serving	as	ground	operations	
manager.		As	general	manager,	he	will	oversee	fueling	operations,	buildings	
and	facilities,	ground	service	equipment	operations,	customer	service,	and	
tenant	relations.

“Everyone	who	has	worked	with	Jeff	Davis	knows	his	positive,	can-do	at-
titude,”	Wisconsin	Aviation	President	Jeff	Baum	said.		“He	brings	energy,	
experience,	and	a	great	desire	to	‘wow’	the	customer.”
	
Grant	Goetsch,	vice	president	of	flight	operations,	had	also	served	as	general	
manager	until	Davis’	appointment.

“This	move	completes	a	company-wide	restructuring,	which	began	in	2008,	
and	will	help	realize	the	goal	of	allowing	Goetsch	to	focus	his	energies	on	our	
substantial	charter,	aircraft	management,	and	flight	school	activities,”		
said	Baum.

Davis Named GM of  
Wisconsin Aviation-Madison
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Lots Going on This Year!

Wisconsin	Aviation	Line	Technician	Jon	Phillips,	pictured	at	the	left,	was	cleaning	a	

customer’s	aircraft	when	he	noticed	a	good	amount	of	oil	on	the	underside	of	the	left	

engine.		He	brought	this	to	the	attention	of	Wisconsin	Aviation	Operations	Supervisor	

Tyler	Bellmore,	and	together	they	notified	the	pilot	of	the	aircraft.		They	went	one	step	

further	and	offered	to	have	our	maintenance	department	take	a	look	at	it.		Our	mainte-

nance	team	identified	that	the	starter	generator	had	a	seal	that	needed	to	be	replaced.		

The	owner	of	the	aircraft	could	not	have	been	happier	to	know	that	we	were	looking	

out	for	his	aircraft	and	had	it	repaired	without	delay.
Theresa Dew

Human Resources

	

A Heads-Up Employee

Yes,	spring	is	flirting	with	us	and	many	are	re-discovering	that	
there’s	a	Pilot	Certificate	in	their	wallet	(or	purse).	While	this	gen-
erally	raises	the	question	“Is	my	BFR	due?”	let	me	clue	you	in	on	
the	numerous	other	things	going	on	at	the	airport.

The	What’s Around the Corner	article,	published	on	the	back	
page	of	this	newsletter,	shows	that	there	is	no	shortage	of	fun	
and	exciting	classes	and/or	checkouts	waiting	to	be	enjoyed	by	
all.		Certainly	we	have	our	typical	Private	and	Instrument	ground	
schools	listed.		Is	this	the	year	that	you	finally	get	that	rating	you	
have	been	talking	about	for	so	long?		If	so,	sign	up!	However,	there	
are	a	few	other	things	that	you	might	want	to	catch.		For	example,	
the	Getting the Most from My Pilot License	class	explores	the	
many	different	things	you	can	do	to	“broaden	your	horizons”	and	
stop	just	flying	around	the	family	farm.		Many	concrete	examples	
will	be	provided.		Also,	we	have	several	IFR	and	VFR	refresher	
courses	to	get	you	back	up	to	speed	on	current	procedures.		How	
about	the	tailwheel	ground	school?		As	we	all	know,	real	pilots	fly	
tailwheels!		This	could	be	your	start.		We	are	also	offering,	for	the	
first	time,	a	free	class	in	Becoming a Pilot.		While	you	may	have	
your	ticket,	why	not	tell	your	brother-in-law	about	this	(maybe	
he’ll	stop	asking	you	all	the	same	questions	at	EVERY	family	
function).		Why	not	turn	someone	on	to	the	pure	joy	we	all	feel	
when	flying	an	airplane	over	beautiful	Wisconsin!

We	also	have	several	caravans	coming	up	this	summer.		While	each	
one	will	be	fun	in	itself,	it’s	a	great	way	to	show	your	“significant	
other”	that	planes	can	be	used	for	more	than	simply	flying	to	Janes-
ville	for	breakfast.

Wisconsin	Aviation	also	has	the	widest	variety	of	aircraft	in	
Southern	Wisconsin,	bar	none!		Everything	from	Cessna	152s	to	
Cirruses	and	light	twins!		Why	not	check	out	in	a	new	plane	this	
year!

You’ve	got	your	ticket,	so	why	not	get	the	most	out	of	it!		There’s	
always	more	to	learn	and	ENJOY!		Remember,	that’s	why	we	all	
learned	to	fly	in	the	first	place!

Jim Quinn
Flight School Manager, RYV
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have	flown	within	the	past	90	days,	but	we	have	a	
gentlemen’s	agreement	that	says	that	is	how	we	will	
run	our	flight	schools.		It	goes	without	saying	that	if	
your	insurer	thinks	you’re	running	a	safety-oriented	
operation,	they	think	they	have	less	risk,	they	charge	
you	less,	and	we	can	charge	YOU	less.		So	that’s	the	
agreement	we	made,	and	that’s	how	we	operate.
	
We	tried	to	get	a	hold	of	our	customer	before	he	left	
for	the	airport,	but	he	was	already	on	his	way	with	
plans	set.		When	he	found	out	he	would	be	delayed	
until	he	could	fly	with	one	of	the	CFIs,	he	was	mad	
and	we	were	dirt.		But	wait	a	minute!		Shouldn’t	our	
customer	realize	how	long	the	winter	was	and	how	
long	it	had	been	since	he	last	flew?		And	was	it	only	
to	placate	our	mean	insurance	carrier	that	we	put	up	
the	flag,	or	is	safety	the	real	issue	here?
	
I	find	it	interesting	that	our	charter	pilots,	who	aver-
age	greater	than	10,000	hours	of	experience	each,	
must	take	a	checkride	at	least	every	six	months,	even	
though	they	fly	hundreds	of	hours	between	each	
check,	and	yet	some	low-time	private	pilots	think	it	
is	not	logical	to	expect	them	to	have	flown	within	the	
past	90	days	or,	heaven	forbid,	do	a	few	takeoffs	and	
landings	with	an	instructor.		The	vast	majority	of	our	
renters	have	no	problem	with	this.		A	few,	however,	
like	our	renter	in	question,	don’t	realize	how	long	
it’s	been	since	they	experienced	the	magic	of	flight.		
To	help	alleviate	this	problem,	Wisconsin	Avia-
tion	has	proudly	come	up	with	the	PROficient Pilot 
Program—something	unique	and	reasonably	priced	
that	will	ensure	currency,	polish	skills,	help	you	jump	
over	those	thresholds	of	anxiety	we	all	encounter,	
and,	most	importantly,	help	keep	us	all	at	a	high	level	
of	safety.		Check	it	out	on	page	10.
	
So	spring	has	sprung,	the	ice	is	gone,	and	planes	
are	flying.		It’s	nice	to	see	quite	a	few	of	our	planes	
taking	families	and	folks	to	Florida	and	other	great	
places.		And	our	ticked-off	customer?		He	thought	
about	it,	thought	about	safety	and	currency,	flew	with	
the	CFI,	and	still	went	on	to	have	a	pleasurable	day	
aloft.		Check	your	own	currency	status,	and	let’s	all	
fly	like	a	PRO!
	
Thanks	for	your	business!

Jeff Baum

My	history	with	Wisconsin	Aviation	goes	back	to	the	summer	of	1991.		I	was	
a	sophomore	in	high	school	and	had	my	sights	set	on	taking	flying	lessons.		I	
took	my	first	demo	flight	in	a	Piper	Tomahawk	and	was	immediately	hooked.			
I	soloed	shortly	after	turning	16,	flew	the	required	solo	and	dual	cross-coun-
try	flights,	and	took	my	written	test.		I	was	well	on	my	way	to	becoming	a	
Private	Pilot.		Unfortunately,	as	is	the	case	with	many	students,	life	got	busy,	
time	got	short,	and	the	money	ran	out.		Fast-forward	to	the	summer	of	2007.		
I	was	living	and	working	in	New	York	City	and	had	returned	to	Madison	to	
visit	my	parents.		The	morning	I	decided	to	come	out	to	the	Jet	Room	for	
breakfast,	I	met	Chief	Flight	Instructor	Gustav	Ryberg.		Within	20	minutes	
of	our	meeting,	I	was	back	in	the	air	“getting	hooked”	all	over	again!		I	
extended	my	visit,	and	within	12	days	of	the	most	intense	training	of	my	life,	
I	was	a	new	Private	Pilot.		I	was	so	impressed	with	the	quality	of	instruction	
and	the	dedication	of	Gustav	and	the	entire	flight	school	staff	that	I	decided	
to	change	careers	and	pursue	aviation	as	a	profession.		After	looking	at	many	
different	flight	schools	around	the	country,	I	found	that	none	could	offer	
the	quality,	personal	attention,	and	reasonable	cost	that	Wisconsin	Aviation	
could.		My	wife	and	I	left	NYC	behind	and	moved	to	Madison	in	the	summer	
of	2008.		Since	our	return	I	have	earned	my	Instrument,	Commercial,	and	
Flight	Instructor	Ratings,	and	in	August	of	2009	I	joined	Wisconsin	Aviation	
as	a	part-time	instructor	at	the	Madison	location.		I	am	thrilled	that	I	am	able	
to	pass	along	the	knowledge	and	skills	that	I	have	learned	to	my	own	stu-
dents	and	am	proud	to	be	a	part	of	such	a	great	group	of	people	that	comprise	
Wisconsin	Aviation.		See	you	on	the	East	Ramp!

Matt McNeil

CFI, MSN

Let’s Go Flying!

President - cont. from p. 1
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Left to right:  Jim Quinn, Patrice Portmann, and  
CFI Kevin Loppnow.

Congratulations, Superstars!
The	individuals	listed	below	have	achieved	solo	status	or	obtained

the	certificates	or	ratings	shown	since	the	previous	issue	of Talewinds.
Congratulations to all!

Solo Status
 
 Tyler Anderson (MSN)  Cammeron McCallum (MSN)
 J. P. Geygan (MSN)  Steve Parrish (RYV)
 Josh Kossel (MSN)  Shandra Pulvar (MSN)

  
Certificates & Ratings

  
 Instrument Private Certified Flight Instructor
 Dave Chaimson (MSN) Chase Janisch (MSN) Tim Pulford (RYV)
 Bill Giescke (MSN) Ryan Kollberg (MSN)
 Brian Lerwick (UNU) Brian Tietz (RYV) Certified Instrument Instructor
 Patrice Portmann (RYV)  Andy Blochowiak (RYV)

 Commercial  Airline Transport Pilot
 Patrice Portmann (RYV)  Tina Hartlaub (MSN)

pion.	He	came	well	prepared	for	his	instruction,	including	pass-
ing	both	of	his	Knowledge	Tests	in	France.		He	also	prepared	a	
very	extensive	list	of	questions	for	his	two	American	CFIs,	Kevin	
Loppnow	and	yours	truly.		Fortunately,	we	knew	most	of	the	an-
swers!		And	last	but	not	least,	this	very	bright	Frenchman	loves	

to	fly!		To	say	the	least,	he	was	an	unbe-
lievable	pleasure	to	work	with!

This	 tale	 actually	 began	 about	 three	
months	 ago	 when	 Patrice	 e-mailed	 us	
to	see	if	we	could	pull	this	off.		With	a	
great	deal	of	help	from	Wisconsin	Avia-
tion’s	own	FAA	examiner,	Phil	Winiger	
at	MSN,	Patrice	got	his	TSA	approvals,	
and	 we	 coordinated	 the	 training	 and	
checkride	schedule.		We	had	ten	days	to	
do	all	of	this,	so	prayers	to	the	weather	
gods	 were	 mandatory—and	 mostly	
answered.	 	We	had	four	days	to	spare!		
This	was	a	heck	of	 a	great	 experience	

with	 our	 friend	 and	 colleague,	 Patrice	 Portmann,	U.S.-licensed	
Commercial	Pilot!

Jim Quinn
Flight School Manager, RYV

4,000 Miles, Six Days, Two Passed Checkrides! 

On	Friday,	March	5,	Patrice	Portmann,	the	subject	of	our	tale,	flew	
the	4,000	miles	from	his	home	in	Paris,	France,	to	Chicago,	rented	
a	car	and	drove	to	Watertown.		On	Saturday,	March	6,	he	began	
two	days	of	intensive	Instrument	training	in	one	of	our	Cirruses,	
N708ES.		On	Monday,	March	8,	he	divided	his	time	between	oral	
preparations	for	the	U.S.	FAA	Instru-
ment	and	Commercial	checkrides.		He	
also	flew	the	Arrow	in	preparation	for	
his	Commercial.		On	Tuesday,	March	
9,	Patrice	got	his	U.S.	medical	in	the	
morning	 and	 passed	 the	 Instrument	
checkride	in	the	afternoon.

Wednesday,	March	10,	saw	more	fly-
ing	 in	 the	Arrow	and	more	oral	prep	
and	aircraft	log	inspection.	Thursday,	
March	 11,	was	 a	 fairly	 light	 day	 for	
Monsieur	 Portmann.	 After	 lounging	
around	the	Watertown	airport	for	most	
of	the	morning,	he	took	and	passed	his	
Commercial	checkride	in	the	afternoon.	This	was	followed	by	an	
evening	of	celebration	at	the	Irish	Pub	in	Oconomowoc.

Now,	for	a	couple	of	underlying	facts:		Patrice	is	a	CFI	in	France,	
as	well	as	the	1994	and	1998	French	National	Aerobatic	Cham-



5Spring 2010

In	Part	1,	 I	 reviewed	 the	various	 require-
ments	 and	 considerations	 in	 planning	 for	
and	selecting	a	cross-country	route.		Now,	
after	 having	 selected	 the	 route,	 reviewed	
the	 altitudes,	 airspace	 restrictions,	winds,	
clouds,	 and	direction	of	flight,	 comes	 se-
lection	of	navigational	equipment	planned	
to	be	used	enroute,	weather	considerations,	
and	 the	 capabilities	 of	 both	 the	 pilot	 and	
the	aircraft.

VORs,	NDBs,	GPS,	and	LORAN	all	have	
their	own	unique	requirements	for	altitudes	
and	 distances,	 which	 ensure	 receipt	 and	
confirmation	 that	 navigational	 signals	 are	
up	and	running.	 	A	good	weather	briefing	
will	stipulate	if	a	station	is	out	of	service	or	
if	 there	 are	 any	additional	 limitations	not	
listed	in	the	A/FD.		For	the	IFR	folks,	this	
briefing	 may	 also	 recommend	 any	 route	
changes	due	 to	station	outages	or	 if	 there	
is	 GPS	 RAIM	 (Receiver	 Autonomous		
Integrity	Monitoring)	available	during	the	
enroute	 and	 arrival	 times.	 	 Having	 back-
up	plans	 for	both	VFR	and	IFR	will	 take		
the	 hassle	 out	 of	 last-minute	 decisions	
made	 enroute	 due	 to	 unexpected—but	
preventable—problems	 with	 navigation	
equipment.

After	 “plugging	 in”	 the	weather	 for	 time	
and	fuel	burn,	determine	that	the	flight	can	
be	 safely	 accomplished	 with	 known	 fuel	
reserves,	takeoff	and	landing	distances	for	
planned	 airports	 and	 alternates,	 and	 your	
own	personal	minimums.	 	Use	 the	Pilot’s 

Cross-Country Reminders - Part 2

Information Manual	 (PIM)	and	 the	aircraft’s	POH	 to	assist	 in	accurately	determining	
these	 factors.	 	Don’t	 forget	 to	 include	 the	 slope	 of	 the	 runway,	 amount	 of	 headwind	
versus	crosswind,	and	the	type	of	runway	surface	into	your	calculations.		A	good	rule	of	
thumb	is	to	add	an	additional	10%	to	20%	to	these	numbers	for	a	“fudge	factor”	(because	
we	all	know	we	aren’t	test	pilots	in	optimal	conditions	with	brand	new	airplanes).		Know	
your	own	personal	minimums	and	don’t	waver	from	them.		If	you	want	an	hour	of	fuel	in	
the	tanks	upon	landing,	then	plan	your	fuel	stops	accordingly.		

After	 a	 thorough	 preflight,	 cockpit	
organization,	 and	 the	 “blast-off”	 for	
a	great	flight	that	has	been	well	pre-
pared,	continue	to	monitor	the	weath-
er	 enroute,	 follow	 your	 flight	 plan,	
utilize	 flight	 following,	 and	 make	
pilot	reports	(PIREPS)	for	the	benefit	
of	 those	 still	 in	 the	 planning	 stages.		
Weather,	 as	 we	 know,	 consistently	
changes,	and	making	 informed	deci-
sions	 on	 current	 information	 instead	
of	reports	that	may	be	hours	old	can	
cost	more	than	a	few	minutes	of	un-
expected	rerouting.		Enroute	updates	
are	available	on	Flight	Watch	(122.0)	
or	the	nearest	flight	service	station.		Flight	plans	are	cheap	insurance	policies	that	can	
save	 a	myriad	 of	 problems	 and	generally	 ensure	 a	 safe,	 enjoyable	flight.	 	ATC	flight	
following	gives	you	another	set	of	eyes	by	watching	for	traffic	and	weather	(when	the	
controllers’	workload	permits).		Pilot	reports	can	be	of	great	assistance	for	other	ongoing	
cross-country	flights	that	may	result	in	altitude	or	route	changes.

Cross-countries	are	part	of	why	we	all	start	flying—to	experience	new	places	and	build	
confidence	in	making	safe	decisions	as	pilots.		Starting	from	the	ground	up,	we	can	make	
ourselves	safer	and	more	proficient	as	we	grow	in	experience.		Safety	doesn’t	just	hap-
pen—it’s	planned.		Happy	cross-countries	ahead!

Tina Hartlaub, ATP
MEII/CFI, MSN

Editor’s Note:  This is the second of two parts on cross-country flying.   
Part 1 was in our fall 2009 issue.

On	December	29,	2009,	we	in	the	flight	school	in	Madison	had	a	surprise	visit	from	a	
former	student.		Sherman	Carll	came	in	to	get	checked	out	again	to	rent	our	airplanes.		
Sherman	began	his	training	at	Madison	just	after	he	completed	his	sophomore	year	of	
high	school	in	2005.		He	soloed	for	the	first	time	on	October	16,	2005,	and	completed	
his	private	on	April	2,	2007.			After	high	school	graduation,	Sherman	went	to	college	
at	Embry	Riddle.		He	now	holds	Certified	Flight	Instructor,	Certified	Flight	Instruc-
tor	Instrument,	and	Multi-Engine	Instructor	ratings	and	is	captain	of	his	flight	team	at	
Embry	Riddle.		Congratulations,	Sherman,	on	all	your	accomplishments!		We	are	proud	
to	know	that	you	began	with	us.	

Cindy McCann
Flight School, MSN

Where Are They Now?
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                  Exciting Airplanes at Wisconsin Aviation!

Highlights of N708ES:

•	 2006	Model	 •	 Stormscope	 •	 Emax
•	 Avidyne	FliteMax	 •	 WM	Weather!	 •	 Service	Center-
	 Entegra	Glass	Cockpit	 •	 TKS	Ice	Protection!	 	 Maintained	Since	New
•	 Dual	Garmin	430s	 •	 Terrain!	 •	 900	TTSN
•	 55X	Autopilot	 •	 Charts-Capable	 •	 Sale	price	of	$269,000
•	 Skywatch!	 	 	 •	 Leaseback	Wanted!

	 	 	

To view our entire fleet  
of rental aircraft, visit:

WisconsinAviation.com

To view full specifications  
on the Cirrus, visit:

WisconsinAviation.com

N708ES

Leaseback wanted!
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Citabria
N515KG

                  Exciting Airplanes at Wisconsin Aviation!

•	 Real	flying	—	stick	&	rudder	 •	 1998	model
•	 Highly	responsive	aircraft	 •	 Bendix-King	KLX-135A	GPS										
•	 Loves	grass	fields	 •	 Nav/Com	(VFR)
•	 Spin	training	available	 •	 Endorsement	usually	takes	10	hrs.
•	 Real	pilots	fly	taildraggers!	 •	 $99.00	per	hour

All About the Citabria:

To view our entire fleet  
of rental aircraft, visit:

WisconsinAviation.com

Leaseback wanted!
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Bose’s Spring Special! 

Wisconsin Aviation Avionics 
800800--594594--53595359  

Avionics@WisconsinAviation.com 
WisconsinAviation.com 

Save $150!Save $150!  
onon  

AviationAviation  
Headset X!Headset X!  

Regularly priced at $995. 
 Only $845 for a limited time! 

(offer valid from April 1 thru May 31, 2010) 

Order yours today!Order yours today!  

Medications and Your Medical

On	Tuesday,	March	16,	former	Wisconsin	Aviation	student	pilot	Jodi	Miller	Maroney	was	
inducted	into	the	Oconomowoc	High	School	(OHS)	Hall	of	Fame.		Miller	Maroney	received	the	
honor	from	Patricia	Neudecker,	superintendent	of	the	Oconomowoc	Area	Schools.

For	the	last	13	years,	Miller	Maroney,	class	of	1993,	has	been	serving	in	the	U.S.	Marine	Corps	
as	a	pilot	protecting	our	country	from	both	foreign	and	domestic	threats.		She	served	in	three	
wartime	deployments	as	a	combat	helicopter	pilot	of	a	CH-53	Super	Stallion	in	Iraq	and	Af-
ghanistan.		In	2008	she	participated	in	the	medical	evacuation	of	an	injured	hiker	who	fell	1000	
feet	in	an	ice	chute	on	Mt.	Whitney.		Upon	her	retirement	from	active	duty,	she	joined	the	Naval	
Reserves	and	is	flying	the	huge	C-130	Hercules	aircraft.		She	currently	is	employed	by	the	
United	States	Border	Patrol	flying	Cessna	Citation	jets,	C-12	(King	Air)	turboprops,	and	various	
helicopters.

The	criteria	for	induction	into	the	OHS	Hall	of	Fame	requires	the	candidate	to	have	attended	
OHS	and	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	welfare	of	mankind	at	the	state	or	national	level.		
Jodi	has	well	deserved	the	recognition	received	for	her	exemplary	accomplishments.

As	pilots,	we	all	know	the	importance	of	getting	
and	keeping	our	medical	certificate.	 	As	aviation	
medical	examiners,	we	want	to	do	as	much	as	we	
can	to	help	all	airmen	who	are	safe	to	fly,	obtain,	
and	keep	their	medical	certificates.

Basically,	in	regards	to	the	medical	certificate,	it	comes	down	to	
our	health	and	 the	medications	we	 take	 to	maintain	our	health	
and	 to	 treat	various	 illnesses.	 	Your	AME	can	be	of	great	help	
in	regards	to	medications	that	are	safe	to	take	and	approved	by	
the	FAA.	 	 It	may	be	 interesting	 for	you	 to	know	 that	 the	FAA	
does	not	publish	a	list	of	specific	medications	that	we,	as	aviation	
medical	examiners,	can	refer	to.		Certain	classes	of	medications	
are	disqualifying.		For	example,	antidepressants	fall	into	this	cat-
egory.		Many	physicians	take	exception	to	this,	but	those	are	the	
current	guidelines.

AOPA	has	a	list	of	medications	which	is	unofficial,	but,	as	yet,	
I	have	not	seen	any	errors	or	omissions.		I	would	encourage	you	
to	check	this	 list	and	work	with	your	physician	when	he/she	is	
prescribing	medications	for	you.		I	am	sure	that	I	can	speak	for	
all	AMEs	in	that	we	are	willing	to	talk	to	you	or	your	physician	
at	any	time	if	questions	occur.		

An	area	of	concern	is	over-the-counter	medications.		I	think	that	
there	is	often	the	feeling	that	if	a	medication	is	so	safe	as	to	be	
able	to	be	obtained	without	a	prescription	that	it	must	be	safe	to	
take	while	flying.		Unfortunately,	this	is	far	from	the	case.		Here	
are	just	a	few	examples:	Benadryl	(diphenhydramine)	and	Zyrtec	
(citrizine)	are	not	approved,	but	Claritin	(loratadine)	is	approved.		
Benadryl	can	be	used,	but	not	more	than	1-2	times	per	week	and	

Editor’s Note:  Dr. Terry Turke is an FAA Senior Aviation Medical Examiner (AME) located in Watertown, Wisconsin.  The AOPA  
medication list referred to by Dr. Turke can be found at:  www.aopa.org.  Once there, type in “medications” in the upper right hand corner in the SEARCH box.   

On the page that comes up, click on “AOPA Online - FAA medications.”  HOWEVER, in order to access this website, you must be a member of AOPA.

Former Student Honored

not	within	24	hours	of	flying.		Therefore,	I	suggest	just	using	lo-
ratadine	as	 a	good	over-the-counter	option.	 	Allegra	 is	 also	ap-
proved	and	can	be	obtained	by	prescription	only.		Inhaled	nasal	
steroids	such	as	fluticasone	are	approved,	but	 inhaled	antihista-
mines	such	as	Astelin	are	not.

Commonly	 prescribed	 prescription	 medications	 of	 interest/im-
portance	include	Viagra	and	Levitra,	which	can	be	used	but	not	
within	6	hours	of	flying,	and	Cialis	which	cannot	be	used	within	
36	 hours	 of	 flying.	 	Ambien	 (zolpidem)	 cannot	 be	 used	within	
48	 hours	 of	 flying.	 	 	 Ultram	 (tramadol)	 is	OK	 if	 used	 at	most	
1-2	times	per	week	and	not	within	48	hours	of	flying.		Any	use	
more	than	that	would	be	disqualifying.		As	noted	above,	all	anti-
depressants	such	as	Zoloft	(sertraline),	Prozac	(fluoxetine),	Paxil	
(paroxetine),	etc.,	had	been	disqualifying.

However,	a	few	weeks	ago,	the	FAA	issued	new	guidelines	which	
approved	medications	for	the	treatment	of	depression.		As	I	un-
derstand	 these	 guidelines,	 four	medications	 are	 now	 approved.		
These	include	Zoloft,	Prozac,	Lexapro,	and	Celexa.		The	airman	
needs	to	be	under	the	care	of	a	psychiatrist	and	needs	to	be	stable	
for	a	period	of	12	months.		Apparently,	there	will	also	be	an	am-
nesty	for	six	months	for	pilots	who	had	been	flying	but	had	not	
disclosed	the	use	of	one	of	the	above	medications.		These	pilots	
will	be	grounded	but	likely	eligible	to	fly	in	a	few	months	if	they	
show	successful	history	of	treatment.		Again,	this	information	has	
just	become	available	and	represents	my	current	understanding	of	
the	recent	changes.		I	also	believe	that	a	special	issuance	will	be	
required.		Please	feel	free	to	call	me	if	you	have	questions	in	this	
regard.

Dr. Terry Turke
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Pilots to Fly  
Jumpers!

Unique
Opportunity!

If	you	have	a	commercial	pilot		
certificate	and	a	total	of	500	hours	and	would	
like	to	build	your	hours,	you	can	fly	for	time	
with	the	Seven	Hills	Skydivers.	If	interested,	call	
Bob	Payne	@	608-244-5088.

Needed…

 

Bose’s Spring Special! 

Wisconsin Aviation Avionics 
800800--594594--53595359  

Avionics@WisconsinAviation.com 
WisconsinAviation.com 

Save $150!Save $150!  
onon  

AviationAviation  
Headset X!Headset X!  

Regularly priced at $995. 
 Only $845 for a limited time! 

(offer valid from April 1 thru May 31, 2010) 

Order yours today!Order yours today!  

Spring 2010

Are	we	serving	your	needs	with	our	website?		In	2008	Wisconsin	
Aviation	enhanced	our	presence	through	a	new	website	by	mak-
ing	the	move	from	a	“brochure”	website	to	a	“working”	website,	
thereby	offering	more	information	about	our	services	and	capa-
bilities.		One	of	the	major	changes	incorporated	into	the	renewed	
website	was	to	increase	our	online	advertising,	not	only	for	local	
patrons,	but	throughout	the	USA	and	international	community	as	
well.		After	reviewing	the	website	analytics,	here	is	our	progress:	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	

Overall,	we	have	almost	doubled	the	amount	of	visitors	to	our	
website	with	the	majority	of	the	traffic	coming	from	within	the	
USA.		Remember	what	www	stands	for?		It’s	World	Wide	Web,	
and	since	expanding	our	website,	we	have	had	an	increase	of	over	
300%	from	international	visitors	alone.		The	largest	portion	of	
these	visitors	were	inquiring	about	our	flight	school	services.
Our	top	three	advertising	programs	on	our	new	site	are	flight	
school,	aircraft	maintenance,	and	aircraft	sales.
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	

So,	what	changes	can	you	expect	for	2010?		Wisconsin	Aviation	
is	beginning	to	add	video	to	our	site.		By	going	to	our	home	page	
under	News/Talewinds,	you	can	check	out	the	latest	two	video	
clips.		We	plan	to	expand	our	video	clips	to	include	all	our	service	
departments,	thereby	providing	you	with	the	latest	general	infor-
mation	available.

Our	goal	is	to	provide	the	needed	information	you	are	looking	for,	
whether	it	be	flight	school	schedules,	charter	information,	avion-
ics	upgrades,	archived	Talewinds,	or	any	other	general	aviation	
information.		Your	feedback	is	important	to	us!		Please	give	us	“A	
Piece	of	Your	Mind.”		You	can	make	a	call,	send	us	a	note,	or	go	to	
our	website	and	click	on	“Satisfaction	Survey.”

What the Web Does for  
Wisconsin Aviation

What the Web Does for Wisconsin Aviation 
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Website Visitors 2009 2008 % Change 
Total 81,976 47,823 + 71% 

Americas 75,232 46,131 + 63% 
Europe 2,780 973 + 185% 

Asia 2,258 472 + 378% 
Africa 785 78 + 906% 
Others 921 169 + 490% 
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Our goal is to provide the needed information you are looking for, whether it be flight school 
schedules, charter information, avionics upgrades, archived Talewinds, or any other general 
aviation information.  Your feedback is important to us!  Please give us “A Piece of Your Mind.”  
You can make a call, send us a note, or go to our website and click on “Satisfaction Survey.” 
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and since expanding our website, we have had an increase of over 300% from international 
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Our top three advertising programs on our new site are flight school, aircraft maintenance and 
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Flight School 3,834 32 + 11,881% 

Aircraft Maintenance 4,370 1,018 + 329% 
Aircraft Sales 2,904 479 + 506% 

 

So, what changes can you expect for 2010?  Wisconsin Aviation is beginning to add video to our 
site.  By going to our home page under News/Talewinds, you can check out the latest two video 
clips.  We plan to expand our video clips to include all our service departments, thereby 
providing you with the latest general information available. 

Our goal is to provide the needed information you are looking for, whether it be flight school 
schedules, charter information, avionics upgrades, archived Talewinds, or any other general 
aviation information.  Your feedback is important to us!  Please give us “A Piece of Your Mind.”  
You can make a call, send us a note, or go to our website and click on “Satisfaction Survey.” 

Sold!!
Congratulations to the

Following Aircraft Buyer:
Kevin King

Mineral Point, WI
1967 Piper Arrow 180
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SABIT Visit – Welcome Back!

Twenty-six	Eurasian	delegates,	associated	with	the	Special		
Business	Internship	Training	program	(SABIT),	recently	visited	
Wisconsin	Aviation,	Madison.	The	delegates	were	selected	by	
the	U.S.	Department	of	Commerce	and	were	here	to	obtain	infor-
mation	on	industry	trends	and	innovations	in	airport	develop-
ment	and	management.	This	was	the	second	time	Wisconsin	
Aviation	has	been	chosen	as	their	site	of	study,	with	the	last	
group	here	in	2009.

Jeff	Baum,	President/CEO	of	Wisconsin	Aviation,	and	his	staff	
escorted	the	group	through	the	facility	and	shared	information	
of	its	operation.	They	toured	the	general	aviation	terminal	and	
offices,	flight	school,	charter	dispatch	center,	customer	service	
area,	and	flight	line	operations.		Pete	Schroeder,	vice	president	
of	technical	services	for	Wisconsin	Aviation,	gave	an	in-depth	
view	of	the	maintenance/avionics	operation.	The	delegates	asked	

many	questions	and	took	pictures	as	they	traversed	through	the	
various	departments.	The	group	enjoyed	lunch	at	the	Jet	Room	
restaurant,	located	within	the	Wisconsin	Aviation	terminal.

With	the	completion	of	the	visit	at	Wisconsin	Aviation,	the	
delegates	proceeded	to	visit	the	Dane	County	Regional	Airport	
facility	on	the	west	side	of	the	airport.

SABIT’s	Airport	Development	Program	provides	a	compre-
hensive	overview	of	airport	management	and	operations	in	
the	United	States,	with	emphasis	on	topics	such	as	financing,	
business	development,	equipment,	and	airport	operations.	This	is	
done	through	various	meetings	with	businesses,	such	as	Wiscon-
sin	Aviation,	and	Dane	County	Regional	Airport	management.	
With	the	focus	on	these	thematic	areas,	the	participants	will	be	
better	equipped	to	continue	the	development	of	the	airports	and	
transportation	hubs	in	their	own	countries.

SABIT	is	looking	for	future	U.S.	hosts	to	provide	training	ses-
sions	at	their	facilities,	ranging	from	a	few	hours	up	to	a	full	
day.		Training	should	emphasize	some	of	the	following	topics	
that	represent	current	challenges	participants	face	within	their	
organizations:		airport	management	–	funding	and	revenue	
planning;	airport/airline/general	aviation	relationship;	passenger	
services;	runway	markings	and	signage;	ground	support	equip-
ment;	vehicles	(passenger,	towing,	tugs,	and	sweepers).		For	
more	information,	contact:		Liza	Sobol,	SABIT	Program	Deputy	
Director,	at	202-482-0421	or	liza.sobol@mail.doc.gov.

Don Winkler
Public Affairs & Media, MSN

We	introduced	our	Pro-Pilot Program	in	
February	of	this	year,	and	to	say	the	least,	
it	has	been	very	well	received!		Numer-
ous	customers	have	already	signed	up	and	
begun	their	journey	to	more	self-confidence	
and	FUN!		For	those	of	you	not	familiar	
with	the	program,	Pro-Pilot—the	Pro	
standing	for	Proficiency—is	a	structured	
program	wherein	the	pilot	meets	with	his	
CFI	every	three	months	to	concentrate	on	
selected	proficiency	issues	from	our	com-
prehensive	curriculum.		This	involves	both	
ground	and	flight	instruction	aimed	specifi-
cally	at	the	pilot-generated	issues	he	or	
she	most	wants	to	address.		Generally,	the	
program	will	run	for	24	months,	thereby	
making	each	BFR	a	walk	in	the	park!		We	
have	also	priced	it	right.		The	pilot	member	
pays	$75	per	month	(using	a	Cessna	172	
or	Piper	Warrior)	throughout	the	24-month	

period,	which	in	essence	pays	for	the	16	
hours	of	flight	and	ground	instruction.		And	
on	top	of	that,	a	5%	discount	has	already	
been	built	into	the	program!

If	you	share	the	same	concern	that	many	
pilots	share,	namely	that	“being	current	
isn’t	the	same	as	being	proficient,”	you	
might	want	to	check	out	the	program.		Any	
CFI	at	any	of	our	three	locations	can	fill	
you	in	on	the	details.		Clearly,	if	you	want	
to	gain	greater	self-confidence	in	your	fly-
ing	experience,	this	is	the	way	to	go!		For	
further	information,	visit	our	home	page	at	
WisconsinAviation.com	and	click	on	the	
NEW	Pro-Pilot Program	link	or	call	me	at	
800-657-0761.

Jim Quinn
Flight School Manager, RYV

“Pro-Pilot” Off and Running
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For full specifications and photos, visit our website at WisconsinAviation.com.
We Welcome Your Consignment! Wisconsin Aviation, Inc., is one of the state’s largest aircraft dealers.  We maintain a large inventory of 
brokered aircraft.  If you are considering selling your aircraft, please call to discuss the advantages of listing your aircraft with us.  If you’re 

in the market to buy and we don’t have the plane you want, we’ll find it for you.

1977 Piper Archer II:   7000 TT, 2468 SFOH, KX-170B with glideslope, MX-170C digital 
NavCom, KR-86 ADF, Garmin GTX-327 transponder, Garmin 150XL GPS, Autocontrol IIIB 
coupled autopilot, October 2009 annual.   $37,500

2005 Cirrus SR22-GTS:   Pristine aircraft!  Only 350 TT!  NDH, Platinum engine, S-TEC 55X, 
TAWS, traffic, CMAX, de-ice, XM weather, Tanis heater, NDH! Always hangared!  This one has it 
all plus a $3500 fuel card and 4 Bose headsets!   Reduced to $329,000!

2006 Cirrus SR22-GTS:  Avidyne FliteMax Entegra glass cockpit, dual Garmin 430s, 55X 
autopilot, Skywatch!  Stormscope!  XM weather!  TKS ice protection!  Terrain!  Charts-capable, 
Service Center-maintained since new, 900 TTSN.  Leaseback Wanted!   $269,000

1969 Piper Cherokee 6-300:    5025 TT, 1485 SMOH, Dual MK-12D NavComs, ADF, Narco 890 
DME, GX-50 GPS, Autocontrol III with S-TEC 30 altitude hold, WX-900 stormscope, Knots 2U 
flap gap seals &  hinge fairings, 7 seats, clean!  Same owner last 19 years!   $69,900/trade

Aircraft for Sale

1981 Cessna Conquest II Dash 10:  Collins Proline, Bendix RDR-1100, stormscope, Argus 
5000, TCAD, 4-bladed Hartzells, Dual VCRs, Part 135, SIDs complete! Fresh props, 1675 
SMOH, 9853 TT.  Leaseback wanted!  Reduced to $1,495,000!

2000 Commander 115:  Pampered and always hangared!  Fresh Annual, 765TT, GNS 
530W/430W! Sandel HSI! WX-500 and GDL-69 Weather!  TCAD, air conditioning, one owner.    
Reduced to $289,000!

1979 Piper Seneca II:   Sperry RDR-160 color radar, BFG WX-950 stormscope, NSD-360 HSI, 
Garmin 155 GPS coupled to HSI, 3-bladed hot props, club seating, FAR 135-maintained, 7150 
TT, 1795/150 SMOH.   $149,950

1980 Cessna R-182RG:   Fresh Annual! Dual KX-165 NavComs, dual glideslopes, KMA-28 
audio panel with 4-place intercom, KN-64 DME, KLN-90B IFR GPS, KCS-55A HSI! 300A  
autopilot, updated interior, Rosen visors, Tanis heater, standby vacuum, 275 SFOH!  7490 TT.      
Reduced to $79,500!   

SABIT Visit – Welcome Back!
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May 1 Instrument Ground School @ MSN
	 	 Saturdays	thru	July	24,	10	am	–	1	pm
May 13 Getting the Most from My Pilot License Seminar @ RYV
	 	 Thursday,	6-8	pm	
May 19 Tailwheel Ground School @ RYV	-	Wednesday,	6:30-8:30	pm	@	RYV
May 20 VFR Refresher Clinic @ RYV	-	Thursday,	6-9	pm	@	RYV
May 22 Caravan to Oshkosh	-	Saturday	–	depart	from	RYV
May 27 IFR Refresher Clinic @ RYV	-	Thursday,	6-9	pm
June 6 EAA Chapter 897 Pancake Breakfast &  
 Airport Open House @ UNU	-	8:00	am	-	Noon
June 10 Becoming a Pilot Seminar @ RYV	-	Monday,	6-8	pm	@	RYV
June 13 Ninety-Nines’ Pancake Breakfast &
 Airport Open House @ RYV	-	7:00	am	-	2	pm
June 17 Technically Advanced Aircraft Seminar @ RYV
	 	 Thursday,	6-9	pm	@	RYV
June 26 Caravan to Hannibal, Missouri	-	Saturday	–	depart	from	RYV
July 12 Private Pilot Ground School @ RYV	-	Mondays	thru	Sept.	27,	6-9	pm
July 17 Caravan to Dubuque, Iowa	-	Saturday	–	depart	from	RYV
July 26 – Aug 1 EAA AirVenture @ OSH
July 31 9th Annual Hangar Dance @ MSN
	 	 7:00-10:30	pm,	Ladies	Must	Swing	Orchestra
Aug 5 Becoming a Pilot Seminar @ RYV	-	Thursday,	6-8	pm	@	RYV

For	more	details	on	our	ground	school	offerings,	visit	our	website	at	WisconsinAviation.com.	


