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Eye on  
the Ball
 
Few people would 

disagree that the politi-
cal climate we live in today 

is significantly different than what it 
was three or four years ago.  As the recession drags 
on, it seems that more and more radical, desperate, 
or just plain goofy ideas make a splash in the media.  
The sad part is that many of these ideas simply divert 
attention from real efforts to fix real problems.

A classic case was USA Today’s recent article about 
tax subsidies to small airports.  They were absolutely 
correct that tax money goes to most small (as well as 
large) airports.  In fact, over 2,600 different airports 
received Airport Improvement Program (AIP) grants.  
They failed to mention that three out of every four 
AIP dollars go to airports that provide airline service.  
They failed to note that the users of the other 5,000 
airports pay their fair share of improvements through 
sales taxes, motor fuel taxes, federal excise taxes, 
registration fees, and a host of other taxes.  What 
they failed to point out is the congestion that would 
result at larger airports if many smaller airports didn’t 
exist, let alone the disadvantages these smaller cities 
would face if they lost access to our national airspace 
system.

This very same article failed to mention that these 
smaller airports play an indispensible role in several 
ways:  in helping feed our country (agricultural aerial 
applications), by assisting in our country’s security 
efforts (law enforcement and military use), through 
emergency medical service (air ambulance and organ 
and tissue transplant flights), by moving high-priority 
cargo, and through a host of other special applica-
tions.  They never discussed where our future pilots 
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A View from Our President

Wisconsin Centennial of Flight
Last month Tom Thomas, Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame inductee and board 
member, presented a series of lectures in Wisconsin Aviation’s Madison termi-
nal which provided a bit of background on the first aircraft flight in the state of 
Wisconsin.

Arthur Pratt (AP) Warner brought Wisconsin into the age of aviation when on 
November 4, 1909, he flew his Warner Curtiss aircraft from the Morgan farm 
in Beloit, Wisconsin.  He had purchased the aircraft from Glen Curtiss, and it 
was shipped to Warner by train.  He reassembled the airplane and according to 
Warner, “I thought I would keep it on the ground until I became familiar with 
it, but on account of the wind, I unexpectedly took to the air, and the first thing 
I knew I was flying.”

As a historical backdrop for Thomas’s presentation 
to members of the 153rd Composite Squadron of 
Madison’s Civil Air Patrol, a quarter-scale model 
of the Curtiss Pusher Model was on display in 
Wisconsin Aviation’s lobby.  The model was built 
by and on loan from the EAA. 

For more information on this historical aircraft, go to:  
 www.AviationHallOfFameWisconsin.com. Continued on pg 4 “President”
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Winter Weather Flying

So, you’re thinking of flying all year round instead of putting 
the airplane in the hangar in November and resurrecting it in 
April, as has been your habit for the past several years.  You 
thought it would be better for your proficiency to keep at it 
12 months out of the year versus 6-8 months out of the year.  
Well, actually that’s probably not a bad idea as long as you 
follow a few simple rules that may be different than the dog-
day summer rules.  The plusses of winter flying are usually 
very dense, cold, and smooth air.  All of a sudden your rate of 
climb is going to double—or maybe even triple—from what 
you’re used to seeing.  No more sweating in the cockpit while 
waiting on the ground for a clearance.  And those ceilings of 
6-800 feet will normally have tops of only 3-4000 feet, mak-
ing those IFR flights a delight, with some exceptions on the 
take-off and landing. 
 
The first question regarding winter flying:  Is your airplane 
ready for winter flying?  In addition to all the usual manda-
tory inspections, has the oil been changed and a lighter grade 
added for those cold winter starts and flying at those cold 
rarified altitudes?  Is the aircraft kept outside or in a hangar?  
If recommended by the manufacturer, is the winter front 
installed on the cowling?  And if you have a light twin, has 
the gas heater been checked and found fully operational?  
Many gas heaters have hobbs meters on them to facilitate 
precise maintenance.  One small note here:  I have found that 
when operating with gas heaters, it is usually a good idea for 
ground use to keep the temperature at a lower setting than 
may be required for flight.  This is to preclude blowing the 
overheat circuit breaker on the heater itself.  There is nothing 
so miserable than to fly an airplane in cold temperatures with 
no heat.  
 

If you opted for renting a hangar for the winter operation, you are 
to be commended because it alleviates a bevy of concerns as ver-
sus the aircraft sitting out on the cold ramp.  A pilot of a 310 that 
I know uses an electric blanket that he throws over the cowl and 
tops it with an insulating blanket.  Seems to work well for him.  
Many years ago I visited with a Canadian pilot who lived on an 
island and flew his J-3 all year round.  When I asked him how 
this was possible, he indicated that his sole source of preheating 
was a 15-watt light bulb that he left on in the engine compart-
ment, which emitted sufficient heat to keep the engine warm 
enough to start.  Remember, however, that whatever method you 
use, keep in mind all the safety precautions recommended by the 
manufacturers. 
  
If you do not have the luxury of a hangar, when should you 
preheat?  Well a good rule of thumb is to follow what your engine 
manufacturer says.  My personal rule of thumb is to preheat any 
time the temperature is below 35-40 degrees outside.  Many 
aircraft still have primers, but some pilots do not know how to 
use them.  I have seen pilots pull the primer out and immedi-
ately push it in and do this four to five times in rapid succession. 
Congratulations, you have just won the “put air in your engine” 
award.  The primer is a hollow cylinder, and it must have time to 
fill.  So be patient and allow three to four seconds for the primer 
tube to fill and then push it in.  You will notice that it requires a 
great deal more push if you are doing it right.

OK, so you successfully started and are ready to taxi.  In cold 
weather especially, take things slowly.  You want the aircraft to 
be thoroughly warm and ready to accept power on the takeoff, so 
there should be no rush to get to the runway.  Check the brakes 
and the gyro instruments.  Are they up to speed and operating cor-
rectly?  On most of the glass cockpits, like the Avidyne system, 
there is a three-minute wait period before moving the aircraft. 
 
Also, did you remember to preflight yourself?  Specifically, are 
you dressed for this particular flight?  That snowmobile suit you 
threw into the baggage won’t do you much good if you have a 
landing end with a broken leg or worse.  Ever try to put a snow-
mobile suit on over a broken leg?  I worked on a case in Nebraska 
regarding a single-engine airplane with four people on board.  
The men were wearing suits and the women were in high heels.  
They all survived the emergency landing, only to succumb to the 
elements.  I don’t mean to be an alarmist, but please try to think 
of all the possibilities for your particular flight.

 
Greg Gorak

NAFI Master Gold Seal Flight Instructor

Greg G. Gorak is the president of Gaits Aviation Seminars, Inc.  He founded the 
company in 1977 and for 32 years has never canceled a seminar.  For further 
information, contact www.gaitsaviation.com or call Greg at 800-881-6904.
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Adam West, an Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) Technician at our 
Watertown facility, is leaving the company this month to pursue 
a new career as a missionary pilot with Flying Mission Zambia 
(FMZ), www.flyingmission.org.

Six years ago, Adam and his wife moved to Oconomowoc and at-
tended White Stone Community Church.  The following year, he 
attended a presentation by a missionary pilot from Venezuela and 
decided his future career would 
be in that profession.  But first he 
would have to not only learn to fly, 
but would have to become an avia-
tion mechanic as well.  He started 
taking flying lessons in 2004, but 
realized that neither the time nor 
money available would be suf-
ficient to reach his goal anytime 
soon.  A year later, he left his posi-
tion at Briggs and Stratton in Mil-
waukee and obtained employment 
at Wisconsin Aviation’s Watertown 
facility, where he had the opportu-
nity to work as a Line Technician 
and continue his flying lessons at 
the same location.  2006 proved to 
be a huge milestone for Adam.  In 
June, while still a Line Technician, he started training under Wis-
consin Aviation’s A&P apprenticeship program, and in December 
of that year earned his Private Pilot Certificate.  The next three years 
saw him obtain his Instrument Pilot Rating (2007), his Commercial 
Pilot Certificate (2008) and, in 2009, his A&P certificate—quite an 
accomplishment, but not without a dedicated effort to learn, work, 
and prepare for an entirely unique profession.

Destination Zambia
This last May, Adam and his wife, Carrie, traveled to Zambia to 
acquaint themselves with the overall mission of, and the people 
involved with, FMZ.  They returned with the assurance that this 
change in their lifestyle was the result of a divine call.  However, 
prior to moving to Africa, Adam and his family have a few more 
challenges to meet.  This month, the family will be traveling to 
Elizabethton, Tennessee, for additional flight training and prepa-
ration for his Technical Evaluation (TE).  This is required of all 

prospective pilots to see if they possess 
the qualities that make them suitable to 
serve as missionary pilot/mechanics in 
remote, harsh, and sometimes lonely 
environments in which they will live.    
The actual evaluation will be taken at 
the JAARS (Jungle Aviation and Radio 
Service) Center in Waxhaw, North Caro-
lina, which is the aviation support arm 
for Wycliffe Bible Translators, www.
jaars.org.

FMZ currently operates two Cessna 206s 
and one Cessna 210.  In 2010 they will 
add a Cessna Caravan and a new Quest 
Kodiak, a ten-place turbine airplane 
(www.questaircraft.com).

Adam and Carrie have a young son, Micah, and a daughter, Holly.  
After all their training, they anticipate moving to Zambia some-
time in the spring of 2010.  Their initial FMZ term of service is 
for three years but may be extended for indefinite periods of time.

Wisconsin Aviation thanks Adam for his contribution while a 
member of our team and wishes him and his family Godspeed as 
they start on their new venture.

Adam and Carrie – ready to go!

Dilemma Solved
What do you do if you have split loyalties?  You’re still a Brett Favre fan, but you remain a 
“Packer Backer.”  This was the dilemma for ten local people on opening day of the 2009 NFL 
season.  Looking to have their cake and eat it, too, the group flew out of the Watertown Airport 
in two planes at 9 am on Sunday, September 13.  Two hours later, the aircraft touched down 
three-quarters of a mile from the Cleveland Browns Stadium near Burke Lakefront Airport in 
plenty of time to watch Brett and the Vikings play the Browns, which started at 1 pm EST. 

At approximately 4 pm after the Vikings’ win, the group had plenty of time to “saddle up” and 
fly to Green Bay to catch the Sunday night encounter between the Green Bay Packers and their 
long-time arch rivals, the Chicago Bears.

After a great Packer win and voices a bit hoarse, a short flight returned the group to the Water-
town Airport.  A long day—but fun and relatively easy—another example of the great flexibility 
of general aviation.
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Recently, a group of 19 students participat-
ing in the University of Wisconsin’s Pre-
College Enrichment Opportunity Program 
(PEOPLE) were provided a tour of Wis-
consin Aviation’s Madison facility and with 
general information as to the varied and 
diverse careers available to them in the avia-
tion industry.  The PEOPLE Program seeks 
to increase college enrollment and gradua-
tion rates of Wisconsin students of different 
ethnic backgrounds.  For more information 
on the PEOPLE Program, visit  
www.PEOPLEprogram.wisc.edu.

Congratulations, Superstars!
The individuals listed below have achieved solo status or obtained

the certificates or ratings shown since the previous issue of Talewinds.
Congratulations to all!

Solo Status
 
 John Hayes (MSN) Jeremy Johnson (UNU) Ryan Kollberg (MSN)
 Chase Janish (MSN) Philip Johnson (MSN) Matt Schroeder (RYV)
  

Certificates & Ratings
 Instrument	 Private	 Certified	Flight	Instructor	
 Marcelo Fraga (MSN) Tony Albertin (RYV) Matt McNeil (MSN)
 Andrew Pechmann (MSN) Brad Allen (UNU)
 David Rende (RYV) Victoria Andrews (MSN) 
 Tony Sobczak (UNU) Moses Balian (RYV)
 Joshua Van Egmond (UNU) Ryan Carlson (MSN)
  J.J. Emerich (MSN)
  Richard Hanke, Jr. (RYV)
  Tyler Krebs (RYV)
  Brian Lee (UNU)
  Tonie Michaels (RYV)
  Jake Wasserburger (MSN)
 
 
   

Following the tour and employment in-
formation, the students were afforded an 
introductory airplane ride under the EAA’s 
Young Eagles Program.  This program was 
launched in 1992 to give interested young 
people, ages 8-17, an opportunity to go 
flying in a general aviation airplane.  These 
flights are made possible through the gener-
osity of EAA members.  Since 1992, more 
than 1.3 million Young Eagles have enjoyed 
these flights.  They were from 90 different 
countries and flown by more than 41,000 
volunteer pilots.  For more information 
on the Young Eagles Program, visit www.
YoungEagles.com.

The picture shows the group of 19 young 
adults taking part in the program.  The 
visitation was organized by Jon Sievwright, 
the UW’s coordinator for their PEOPLE 
Program.  Ben Abernathy and Tom Thomas 
(kneeling), both members of the University 
of Wisconsin’s Flying Club, volunteered to 
do the flying.  Ben and Jon are pictured in 
the back row beneath the root end of the  
left wing.

Support for University of Wisconsin’s PEOPLE Program

Photo by Don Winkler

would learn to fly, where aerial fire-
fighting would originate, or how aerial 
survey work would get accomplished 
(can you say Google Earth?).

Forget all this and just ask:  Should 
we not build interstate highways to 
North Dakota simply because they 
have less traffic than the ones in New 
York?  Is it more important for people 
to be able to get home at night in 
Atlanta or Chicago than in Lone Rock 
or Watertown?  Do we want industrial 
growth throughout our land or just 
in major metropolitan areas?  The 
point is:  Let’s keep our eye on the 
ball and remember what we are trying 
to do—produce the best standard of 
living for the greatest possible number 
of people.  I think America has done 
an exceptional job of doing just that, 
and I’m proud of the role that general 
aviation and its “little” airports have 
played.  Thanks for being a part of it!

Jeff Baum

President - continued from P.1
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If you are a pilot, or simply an aviation enthusiast who likes to 
“trip the light fantastic,”* you had to be enjoying the evening. 

The temperature was in the 70’s and a brief rain shower was 
just enough to wet the tarmac.  The horizon was a brilliant or-
ange—that breathtaking color just before darkness sets in.  There 
in front of the open hangar door sat the Aluminum Overcast, 
the EAA’s World War II B-17 Bomber.   Its nose was pointed 
proudly in the air and tilted toward the dance floor, as people 
dressed in the attire of that period (1930s-1940s) swayed to the 
tunes of Glenn Miller.  The orchestra, “Ladies Must Swing,” was 
still basking in the glow of its performance from last summer in 
Tuskegee, Alabama, at the opening of the Tuskegee Airman’s 
Museum.

This was the 8th Annual Hangar Dance held at Wisconsin Avia-
tion’s Madison facility.  The event had an attendance of over 400 
people.  Monies from the food and beverages sold went to the 
Community Action Coalition for South Central Wisconsin.  As 
the last few bars of “Sentimental Journey” were echoing through 
the walls of the lowly lit hangar, people were excitedly asking, 
“When are you going to have the next one?”  Stay tuned—2010 
will be better yet!

Don Winkler
Public Affairs & Media, MSN

* Editor’s Note:  To those of you (Baby Boomers and after) unfamiliar 
with the phrase “trip the light fantastic,” it means to dance nimbly or 
lightly to musical accompaniment.  The phrase dates back to Shake-

speare’s “The Tempest” (1611), but more recently in the popular song 
“Sidewalks of New York” (1894).

It Doesn’t Get Any Better

Ladies Must Swing Orchestra

Costume Contest Winners

Hazmat Training
Pictured here is Wisconsin Aviation Line Technician Kevin Stub-
bendick responding to a safety drill simulating a fuel spill on 
the ramp.  This drill will be used to update an existing training 
film to be shown to all individuals who have access to the Dane 
County Regional Airport in Madison.  This is part of a continu-
ing program to provide the most current information for employ-
ees on both the commercial and general aviation ramps.

Photo by Don Winkler

B-17
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Cross-Country Reminders - Part 1

As you begin charting your course, there are many types of 
charts that can be used on the trip.  World Aeronautical Charts 
(WAC), High and Low Enroute Altitude Charts, Sectional 
Charts, and Terminal Area Charts (TAC) all show different levels 
of detail.  The WACs are great for showing large areas and deter-
mining the best routes between VORs and airports, around large 
airspace areas like B and C, and through mountainous terrain.  
Sectionals are the most commonly used, showing more detail 
than WACs along with specific airspaces, frequencies, military 
areas, terrain elevations, and obstructions.  TACs are the most 
detailed for busy airport areas and a must if flying around or un-
der Class B.  The backside of the TACs, called the area charted 
VFR flyway planning chart, shows easily identifiable objects 
like factories, stadiums, buildings, golf courses, VFR flyways, 
VFR altitude corridors, and jet arrival/departure routes.  IFR 
pilots should also carry VFR charts with them to increase their 
situational awareness and preplanning visual picture of the ter-
rain and obstructions along their routes.  IFR pilots flying around 
Class B airspace should look at IFR-preferred routes in the back 
of the A/FD to aid in reducing route clearances and delays.

Tina Hartlaub
MEII/CFI, MSN

Editor’s Note:  This is the first of a two-part series discussing cross-
country flying.  The second part, appearing in our Winter 2010 issue, 

will include subjects on navigational aids, runway considerations, 
enroute weather, and fuel loads.

Cross-countries are one of the flying experiences that tie all 
levels of pilots together.  Student pilots are excited to get out of 
their practice areas and patterns to see other places; private pilots 
can’t wait to get to places they want to go and are building their 
confidence; instrument pilots are navigating without the familiar 
concepts of pilotage and thrilled when they arrive at the destina-
tion; commercial pilots building time are working towards their 
proficiency and professionalism; and CFIs are sometimes like 
student pilots—can’t wait to get out of the pattern and show the 
student what they can do with their license.   But all of us should 
follow the same procedures and have similar safe habits.  

All cross-country flights begin with planning where to go and 
how to get there.  One of the first items to gather is the appro-
priate area sectional(s), along with a current Airport/Facility 
Directory (A/FD).  Having a current chart ensures that the latest 
changes to overall airspace, towers/obstructions, frequencies, 
and military airspace are shown.  Flying with an outdated chart 
can be dangerous (think of all those new windmills going up), 
and if you are flying IFR, it’s illegal.  While pilots flying in VFR 
conditions are not required to carry current charts, it’s highly 
recommended, and if you get “ramp-checked,” it’s a nice thing 
to have in the cockpit to show operational responsibility and 
safety.  The effective dates are found on the cover below the area 
name of the sectional and above the outline of the United States.  
Under the effective dates of the sectionals are two additional 
dates which indicate when the latest updated information was 
received and included in the current edition.  The aeronautical 
chart bulletins section of the A/FDs lists any changes that have 
taken place since the current chart was printed.  Check your 
intended route to see if there are any symbols you are unfamiliar 
with or airspace that is significantly different from that in which 
you normally fly.  The legend is a great place to look for those 
miscellaneous symbols that you don’t recall or any airspaces that 
are unfamiliar.  Keep mindful of your aircraft’s capabilities and 
if it’s properly equipped for the airspace you intend to penetrate.  
Are radios or transponders required?  Do you have the necessary 
visibility and cloud clearances to fly in that airspace?

Pictured from left to right are Maj. Tom Mescher, Wisconsin 
Wing Civil Air Patrol; Col. Donald Haffner, Wing Commander, 
Wisconsin Wing Civil Air Patrol; and Lt. Col. Steve Dunai, 
Wisconsin Counterdrug Coordinator.   They are pictured on 
Wisconsin Aviation’s Madison ramp prior to a training flight on 
consummating procedures for future missions.

CAP Support!
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Wisconsin Aviation Avionics/Maintenance team recently installed 
a Garmin G600 system in a Cessna (Columbia) 300 aircraft. The 
aircraft belongs to Jim Pope, a client of Wisconsin Aviation.  Be-
cause the technichians are specially trained in the installation of 
this equipment in composite and conventional aircraft, something 
that is not readily available at other facilities, we were able to ac-
commodate his needs in a relatively short time period. 

The Garmin G600 brings the true concept of the “glass cockpit” 
to your present aircraft.  It is a retrofit breakthrough that updates 
your present avionics panel with enhanced situational aware-
ness and, therefore, safer pilotage and reduced visual workload. 
The dual-screen G600 works with your present Garmin avionics 
stack, thus paring both a Primary Flight Display (PFD) and a 
Multi-Functional Display (MFD) in a 10-inch wide bezel.  This 
provides a full Technical Standards Order (TSO) upgrade for 
your cockpit, as required by the FAA.  With softwear assurance 
levels required for FAR Part 23, for either a single-engine aircraft 
or a class 3 aircraft, the G600 is an ideal solution. 

The recent upgrade to the G600, with Synthetic Vision Technol-
ogy (SVT), now provides “virtual reality,” a 3D perspective view 
of flight and enroute terrain features.  It also utilizes a warning 
display (red illumination) when encountering  terrain or non-
terrain obstructions along your flight path. 

For more information on having a Garmin G600 installed in 
your aircraft, call Wisconsin Aviation’s avionics department at 
800-594-5359.  For your convenience, 24-hour, on-call service 
is available.  Information is also available at WisconsinAviation.
com and Avionics@WisconsinAviation.com.

Don Winkler
Public Affairs & Media, MSN

GARMIN G600 INSTALLATION

Avionics Technician Eric Rosenbrook  (left)
and Cessna Owner Jim Pope

Wisconsin Aviation President Jeff Baum is pictured just after 
completing an aircraft demonstration ride for a member of 
the media.  Along for the introductory ride was Roland Beres, 
anchorman for Madison’s WKOW, Channel 27, an ABC affili-
ate.  Beres was doing research in preparation for a program on 
the Cirrus aircraft prior to his attending the 2009 AirVenture 
program in Oshkosh. To view a video of the demo ride and the 
Cirrus Vision VLJ (Very Light Jet), go to WisconsinAviation.com 
and click on the News/Talewinds link. 

Photo by Don Winkler

Baum Provides Media Ride

Congratulations to the
Following Aircraft Buyers:

Patsy Meridith & John Hart
Piney Flats, TN

2000 Piper Archer III

William M. Berger
Allentown, PA

2005 Cirrus SR22-GTS

Sold!!



8
Is Airmanship a Thing of the Past?
Recently, I viewed a video featuring an airliner being piloted by 
an air-inflated balloon figure of a captain.  Whenever the balloon 
began to lose air pressure, the stewardess would simply re-inflate 
it by blowing air into the little tube below the belt line.  I couldn’t 
help get a giggle out of the comedy.  The idea was so far-fetched.  
But was it?

The age of remote-control fly-
ing isn’t coming—it is here.  
The number of unmanned air-
craft missions has more than 
tripled in the past two years, 
and the Air Force can’t train 
people fast enough to keep up 
with the demand.  Remotely 
controlled spy planes have 
generated an “insatiable” de-
mand among ground com-
manders in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and Pakistan.  These armed 
drones can circle miles above 
insurgents for up to 24 hours, 
watching everything in real 
time, with a resolution sharp 
enough to read a license plate.  And the Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems (UAS)* pilot is sitting comfortably in a windowless room 
7,500 miles away.

According to a recent magazine article, the immediate goal is to 
create a cadre of 1,100 drone pilots, up from the existing ranks 
of about 400.  It hinges on a radical new program to train non-
aviators for the job.  The Air Force will train more drone pilots 

than fighter and bomber pilots combined this year.  The solution 
to future threats is not something that has a pilot in it.

Sending people directly to an unmanned aircraft flight school 
would seem to rob them of full foundation airmanship training 
and the skills associated with situational awareness and that seat-
of-the-pants feeling.  But should that matter?  With drones, all 

the information you need is 
displayed right in front of you 
numerically and visually--the  
same information a cock-
pit pilot would use to fly at 
night or in instrument weather  
conditions.

If the undergraduate pilot pro-
gram proves to be expendable, 
it is not hard to imagine a dis-
tinct set of characteristics that 
recruiters might look for in the 
UAS pilots of tomorrow—
maybe a little less barnstormer 
and a little more geek—com-
puter-savvy kids.

Perhaps in the not-too-distant future, airlines will be piloted by 
someone on the ground with an inflated balloon-figure of a cap-
tain sitting in the pilot’s seat for appearances.  But for us general 
aviation pilots, airmanship is still the reason we love to fly the sky.

* formerly Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV)
 

Ray Klaus
NAFI Master CFI, CFII, MEI

Kids from the Kiddo Learning Kamp were recently treated to a 
rare visit by Goodyear’s “Spirit of Goodyear” blimp.  The group 
was participating in a tour of Wisconsin Aviation, Madison, Wis-
consin.

The “Spirit” was returning from Chaska, Minnesota, where it had 
taken part in providing coverage of the PGA Golf Tournament.  
With a crew of 16 ground crewmembers and 4 pilots, the airship 
had landed the night before enroute to Akron, Ohio.  The distance 
of the return trip was the reason they moored at the Dane County 
Regional Airport.  Wisconsin Aviation has hosted numerous 
smaller airships, but this was special because of its size and crew 
complement, which consisted of a tour bus and several smaller 
vehicles.

Over the years, there has been quite a bit of speculation about 
the derivation of the term blimp.  The most plausible explanation 
is that the name originated with Lt. A.D. Cunningham of Great 
Britain’s Royal Navy Air Service.  He commanded the air sta-

tion at Capel, England, during World War I.  As the story goes, 
while conducting a weekly inspection of the station, he play-
fully flipped his thumb at the envelope of His Majesty’s Airship 
SS-12, and an odd noise echoed off the taut fabric.  “Blimp!” he 
cried out humorously, imitating the sound…and that’s the rest of 
the story.

Don Winkler
Public Affairs & Media, MSN

Goodyear Blimp
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Certainly, you pilots don’t have to be reminded how critical 
clean fuel is to safe flying. To ensure our fuel meets all our cus-
tomers’ standards, we closely monitor it as it begins its journey 
from the fuel terminal to our facilities and ultimately to your 
aircraft. 

Every delivery to any of our three airports must be accompanied 
by a certified lab analysis, attesting that the fuel has passed a 
battery of tests at the terminal. The delivery truck itself must be 
sumped, just as you would an aircraft prior to transferring any 
fuel to our fuel farm. This sumping is called the “White Bucket 
Test” and consists of a fuel sample drained into a white, porce-
lain-lined container. A hydrometer is then used to measure the 
fuel’s specific gravity (see photo below).  Aviation fuel should 
always appear “clear and bright.”  “Clear” refers to the absence 
of sediment such as rust or other contaminants.  “Bright” means 
it is clear of any haze, such as may be caused by fine water drop-
lets.  We field-test the fuel to determine the water content of jet 
fuel, which cannot exceed 15 parts per million. 

The color of the fuel must also be noted.  Jet A should be clear 
to straw color. The color varies depending on where the original 
crude oil came from. The technician then tests the density of the 
fuel to ensure it matches the terminal’s tests. A different density 
would indicate the presence of some type of contamination. This 
density is then forwarded to our airline customers on a daily 
basis to be used in their weight-and-balance computations.

100LL should have its well-recognized blue color. The shade of 
blue, however, can vary depending on how much dye was added 
at the refinery. 

Once we are satisfied that the fuel being delivered meets speci-
fications, our attention turns to our storage facility, or fuel farm. 
Every tank and filter vessel must be sumped daily. All fuel, 
whether entering or leaving our fuel farm, must be filtered.  Then 

Clear and Bright
it is ready to be transferred to your aircraft at RYV and UNU or 
to the refueling trucks at MSN.  Each refueling truck must be 
sumped prior to fuel being transferred to an aircraft.  In total, all 
fuel is sumped at least five times by Wisconsin Aviation before it 
goes into any aircraft. 

The equipment that handles the fuel must, at a minimum, be 
inspected daily, monthly, quarterly, and annually. Each fuel farm 
tank, filter vessel, and refueling truck has a checklist that must 
be completed and kept on hand for review by government or 
private auditors and inspectors. 

The overall operation of all three of our facilities are checked by 
numerous agencies, but our Madison location leads with about 
18 inspections per year, which include the FAA, Department of 
Defense, DNR, Department of Commerce, Madison City Fire 
Department, Dane County Regional Airport, and every commer-
cial airline carrier we service. With this many inspections, we 
have a full-time employee that supervises just the fuel farm and 
coordinates all of the quality-control testing. 

The dedication of our Wisconsin Aviation employees shows in 
the results of these inspections. The FAA, other governmental 
agencies, plus all the commercial air carriers now send their own 
auditors to be trained by our Madison staff on how a first-rate 
fueling facility is expected to operate.

The inspection of our facilities is not just open to airlines and 
government agencies. Any customer of Wisconsin Aviation is 
welcome to tour any of our facilities, to include the fuel farm. 
We want to show you why we are proud of what we do to ensure 
your aviation fuel is as safe as possible. Make an appointment 
today by calling 608-268-5000 or send an email to Jeff.Davis@
WisconsinAviation.com.

Jeff Davis
Ground Operations Manager, MSN
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Want to know how 
you could save 
over $1,000 on 
your instrument 
training?

Start your instru-
ment rating with 
one of our instru-
ment instructors at 
Dodge County and 
we’ll save you a 
cool grand!  How 

can we do it?  Simple!  By using our ATC-610 Instrument Simula-
tor for the first 20 hours of your instrument training, you can save 
over $1,000 in aircraft rental fees.  Assumption:  Piper Warrior at 
$92/hour versus the “sim” at $39.95/hour x 20 = $1,041.  If your 
favorite airplane is the Piper Archer, you save even more ($1,281).  
Simulator training for the instrument rating is FAA-authorized by 
14 CFR 61.65(e)(2).

Why do I want to train in a simulator? 
• Simulator training is the best way to learn IFR procedures  
 without the distractions generated when flying the aircraft. 
• You are able to fly more approaches in a scheduled lesson in  
 the simulator versus what can be accomplished in the aircraft.  
 This is due to the ability to reposition the simulator instantly  
 instead of flying for 10 minutes to get back into the  
 approach mode.

SAVE $1,000!

Hi, my name is Will Simmons and I will be 
working at Wisconsin Aviation this fall.  You 
may have seen me in the Madison office this 
summer where I worked as a student intern.  
The opportunity to work at Wisconsin Avia-
tion is a dream come true.  I have loved learn-
ing about the inner workings of airports from 
a very early age when I purchased AirNav 
software to track friends and family travels. 
I would get calls from all over the country 
from friends giving me the tail number so I 
could track the flight! 

I graduated from Belleville High School 
in 2007 and now live in Madison.  I want 
to pursue a career in aviation and am most 
interested in using computers and informa-
tion technology as the tools of my trade.  By 
working at Wisconsin Aviation, I hope to 
learn about all the different jobs and people 
that are needed to make an airport run well, 

how my interests and skills fit, and focus my 
continuing education on improving my skills 
and knowledge.  I want to work, gain experi-
ence, and go to school at the same time.  I am 
currently taking courses at MATC and would 
like to focus on classes that will allow me to 
excel at Wisconsin Aviation.

I hope to both learn from and contribute 
to Wisconsin Aviation.  I like to be around 
people interested in aviation, hear the stories, 
learn about different kinds of planes from pi-
lots to mechanics, and become familiar with 
the specialized computer software used to run 
an airport.  I can contribute my enthusiasm 
and, for computers, my desire to learn and 
my interest in the details of programs needed 
to run systems used at Wisconsin Aviation.  I 
look forward to meeting everyone.

Will Simmons
IT Assistant, MSN

Happy to Be Aboard!

• You are in a classroom setting. If there is something you   
 don’t understand, we can stop the simulator and clarify   
 what is required and why, thus retention is greater as you are  
 not distracted by having to fly the airplane.
• Wisconsin weather (ice, snow, thunderstorms) doesn’t  
 matter to the simulator, so your lesson should never be  
 canceled due to Mother Nature. 
• Schedule daytime, nighttime, or third shift.  The simultor
  doesn’t care—and we don’t either!  We will meet your   
 schedule!

May I use the simulator solo?
The ATC 610 is available for solo practice, but not as time 
logged for currency or certification credit.  For that, an autho-
rized instructor must be present during the simulation period [ref. 
14 CFR 61.51(g)(4)].

Already instrument rated but not current?
Again, simulator currency really shines here. The classroom 
setting allows you to take your time refreshing your knowledge 
and skill without the pressure of aircraft rental fees. If there is 
something you don’t understand, we stop and/or reposition the 
simulator to clarify the situation before going further.  Maintain-
ing IFR currency is FAA authorized by 14 CFR 61.57(c)(1).

We believe 1 hour of simulator training is akin to 3 hours in the 
airplane, with respect to tasks learned and experience gained.  
Contact Dodge County (920-386-2402) and we’ll get you started 
the right way, right away! 

Tim Bentheimer
Airport Manager, UNU
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  For	full	specifications	and	photos,	visit	our	website	at	WisconsinAviation.com.

We Welcome Your Consignment! Wisconsin Aviation, Inc., is one of the state’s largest aircraft dealers.  We maintain a large inventory of 
brokered aircraft.  If you are considering selling your aircraft, please call to discuss the advantages of listing your aircraft with us.  If in the 

market to buy and we don’t have the plane you want, we’ll find it for you.

1977 Piper Archer II:   7000 TT, 2468 SFOH, KX-170B with glideslope, MX-170C digital 
NavCom, KR-86 ADF, Garmin GTX-327 transponder, Garmin 150XL GPS, Autocontrol IIIB 
coupled autopilot, fresh annual.   $37,500

2005 Cirrus SR22-GTS:   Pristine aircraft!  Only 350 TT!  NDH, Platinum engine, STEC 55X, 
TAWS, traffic, CMAX, de-ice, XM weather, Tanis heater, NDH! Always hangared!  This one has it 
all plus a $3500 fuel card and 4 Bose headsets!   Reduced to $329,000!

1967 Piper Arrow 180:   4180 TTSN, 530 SMOH, MK-12D NavCom with glideslope, MX-12 
NavCom, ADF, 4-place intercom, Horton STOL kit, Autoflite autopilot.  Reduced to $44,900!

1969 Piper Cherokee 6-300:    5025 TT, 1485 SMOH, Dual MK-12D NavComs, ADF, Narco 890 
DME, GX-50 GPS, Autocontrol III with S-Tec 30 altitude hold, WX-900 stormscope, Knots 2U flap 
gap seals &  hinge fairings, 7 seats, clean!  Same owner last 19 years!   $69,900/trade

Aircraft	for	Sale

1981 Cessna Conquest II Dash 10:  Collins Proline, Bendix RDR-1100, stormscope, Argus 
5000, TCAD, 4-bladed Hartzells, Dual VCRs, Part 135, SIDs complete! Fresh props, 1675 
SMOH, 9725 TT.  Leaseback wanted!  $1,575,000

2000 Commander 115:  Pampered and always hangared!  Only 765TT, GNS 530W/430W! 
Sandel HSI! WX-500 and GDL-69 Weather!  TCAD, air conditioning, one owner.    $299,900

1985 Beech King Air C-90A:   7725 TT, 524 SMOH! 61/524 SPOH, King digital, Skywatch 497! 
Bendix color radar, KFC-250 AFCS, 406 ELT, Raisebeck.  Great plane/great buy! 
Reduced to $925,000!

1979 Piper Seneca II:   Sperry RDR-160 color radar, BFG WX-950 stormscope, NSD-360 HSI, 
Garmin 155 GPS coupled to HSI, 3-bladed hot props, club seating, FAR 135-maintained, 7150 
TT, 1795/150 SMOH.   $149,950
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Oct 17    IFR Ground School for Technically Advanced Aircraft  
 & Cirrus Open House @ RYV
  Saturday, 9 am - 3 pm.   Demo rides available!
Oct 20 Checkride Seminar @ UNU
  Tuesday, 6 pm
Oct 20 IFR Refresher Clinic @ MSN
  Tuesday, 6-9 pm
Oct 26    ATC Tower Tour @ MSN
  Monday, 7-9 pm
Nov 4 VFR Refresher Clinic @ RYV
  Wednesday, 6-9 pm
Nov 21 IFR Refresher Clinic @ MSN
  Saturday, 10 am – 1 pm
Jan 14     Private Pilot Ground School @ RYV
  Thursdays thru April 8, 6-9 pm

For more details, visit our website at WisconsinAviation.com or email us at  
WisAv@WisconsinAviation.com. 

or
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