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Gloom or    
   Gleam?
 
 “All we need 

is a plague of locusts 
to complete the potential 

scenarios” is a quote by Qantas Airlines Chief Executive 
Alan Joyce, as he assessed the factors beleaguering the 
airline industry.  It, of course, struck a chord with me as 
I survey the negative factors we see all around general 
aviation:  the economy, high gas prices, potential  
security directives, the “big three auto debacle,” user 
fees, FAA initiatives, carbon caps—and did I mention 
the economy?
 It’s easy to get lost in the gloom and doom of the 
daily press release and naysayers and start to believe 
the end of the world is near.  But during breaks in the 
hysteria, we start to realize the realities of the situation:  
the sun still rises in the east each morning, folks still 
need to get from point A to point B, people still love to 
get behind the controls of a flying machine and leave the 
surface of the earth, and, yes, airplanes are still flying.
 It’s true that business travel dropped sharply, but 
it’s coming back.  Our maintenance and avionics shops 
remain busy, thanks at least in part to the talented group 
of technicians we have and the reputation they have 
built.  And the excitement and pure joy exhibited by our 
rental and flight school customers makes it all worth-
while and reminds us what a great industry we are in 
and why the future is indeed bright.
 Case in point:  In just one day at “Watertown 
International,” we had two ladies that absolutely made 
everyone’s day with the joy and excitement they ex-
hibited on their achievements.  I’m sure Laurie Bennett 
won’t forget her first solo, nor will Jan Turke forget her 
examiner saying, “You got it,” on her private checkride.  
It was a special day for them, and they made it a special 
day for us—and it shows why aviation is so special.  
Even if the locusts come, there are hundreds of reasons 
why this special industry will still be here.  Jan and 
Laurie are two of them!  Thanks for making it fun for all 
of us!

Jeff Baum
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A View from Our President

Turn the page to see 
                   what was on display!

Wisconsin Aviation Hosts  
SAE Family Night
On the 21st of May, Wisconsin Aviation hosted the 2009 Spring 
Family Night for the Milwaukee Chapter of the Society of   
Automotive Engineers (SAE).

The first two hours of the event-filled evening commenced at 
4:00 pm in Watertown’s main hangar where our Maintenance 
Department had erected a series of technical information stations 
highlighting unique aircraft repair procedures accomplished over 
the last six months.  Each station consisted of an airframe and 
power plant (A&P) technician discussing the cause of specific 
damage and the requisite work needed to return the aircraft  
to service.
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Another station displayed the process of repairing or upgrading the avionics 
and/or the instrument panel of an aircraft.  Needless to say, the SAE members 
had myriad questions pertaining to these procedures, all of which were an-
swered by our professional technicians.

Static aircraft displays on the ramp in front of the hangar consisted of a recently 
renovated 1975 Citation 501 to include new avionics, instrument panel, an 
updated interior and a new coat of paint.  On either side of the 501 were two 
home-built aircraft proudly displayed by their builder/owners.

Additional homebuilt aircraft, such as a Sonex, RV-10, Invicture, and Pieten-
pol, in various phases of construction, were on display in two privately owned 
hangars on the airport.

A buffet dinner was served by Perkins Restaurant of Watertown at 6:00 pm, fol-
lowed by a PowerPoint presentation.  Wisconsin Aviation President and CEO 
Jeff Baum gave a thumbnail sketch of the history of the Watertown Airport as 
well as that of Wisconsin Aviation during its 27 years of existence.
Pete Schroeder, vice president of technical services for Wisconsin Aviation, 
followed with an excellent technical presentation on the intricacies involved 
when repairing aircraft, as well as the myriad rules and regulations by both the 
FAA and aircraft manufacturers that must be complied with prior to the sign-off 
by the A&Ps/IAs.  His presentation, not unexpected, drew a flurry of questions 
from the engineers.

Retired military pilot, 757 captain for Northwest (Delta) Airlines, and air show 
pilot Jim “Fang” Maroney closed the evening with a brief video of his maneu-
vers, explaining how he can make an airplane fly every way other than how 
Wilbur and Orville Wright—and many others—thought it should or could.

SAE International (SAE) is a professional organization, founded in 1905, for 
mobility engineering professionals in the aerospace, automotive, and commer-
cial vehicle industries.  The Society is a standards development organization for 
the engineering of powered vehicles of all kinds, including cars, trucks, boats, 
aircraft, and others.  Membership is open to the public for those particularly 
interested in human factors and ergonomic standards.

Lightning Strike to an SR-22  
Composite Aircraft

Foreign Object Damage
to Turbine BladesUpgrading Avionics

Wisconsin Aviation SAE Family Night cont.
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3

Sune Ericson’s Glastar
1

Randy Effinger’s Award-Winning
 Zenair CH701 Amphibian

2

Jim Maroney in his  
Super Chipmunk

3
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Thomas (Trey) R. Hester, III, enjoys flying 
an airplane almost as much as being Vice 
President of Rocky Rococo restaurants.  
Chatting with him at their corporate office 
in Oconomowoc, Trey stated that he first 
became interested in flying as “co-pilot” for 
his father back in 1983.  At age 16, he started 
flying and within a few months accumulated 
15 hours.  After a hiatus of several years, he 
started flying again in February of 2004 with 
Jim Quinn, manager of our Watertown flight 
school, and earned his Private Pilot certificate 
by April of that year.  By 2005, he had added 
an instrument rating, which he says, “made 

him a much better pilot.”

The Rocky Rococo  
restaurant chain con-

sists of 39 restaurants, 36 in Wisconsin and 
one each in Washington, Minnesota, and 
Kentucky.  Twenty-four of the locations are 
franchised, with 15 stores controlled by the 
corporate headquarters.  The 39 stores  
employ some 1300+ personnel.

The diverse locations of their restaurants 
required constant travel to ensure the high 
standards of the corporation and the food 
industry were being met and/or exceeded, as 
well as to keep the very important employer 
and employee communication channels open 
and personal.  Trey’s constant travel, while 
necessary, became burdensome.  His lost time 
when driving, plus the increased per-diem 
costs and time away from the headquarters 
and his family, proved to be unacceptable.  
Commercial air travel offered limited  
routing, rising costs, and unproductive  
terminal delays.

General Aviation - The Answer for Business Travel
Thus, after evaluating travel options in 
2004, the corporation purchased a 1980 
Cessna Skyhawk 172XP (N758PK).  This 
130-mph, 4-place aircraft can fly direct to 
local airports within a few miles of any of 
their restaurant locations.  As an example, 
Trey pointed out, “To get to our Minneapo-
lis franchise, it’s a 5½-hour car trip each 
way.  Utilizing the Hawk XP, we make 
the round trip in 3 hours and 30 minutes 
and we’re back home for dinner with the 
family.”  Considering the value of his and 
his employees’ time, Trey says, “Flying is 
relatively inexpensive.”  Plus, unannounced 
visitations keep his employees on their toes.  
He also relates a trip in 2008 when he was 
chairman of the board for the Wisconsin 
Restaurant Association.  The Association 
was meeting in the Bayfield, northern Wis-
consin area (KY77), when Trey was notified 
that his grandfather had a heart attack in 
Louisville, Kentucky (KSDF).  Some 565 
miles south and five hours later, he was at 
his grandfather’s side.  “Couldn’t have done 
that with commercial air,” he commented.

As a pilot, Trey is highly professional.  He 
respects everything there is to flying, from 
the airplane itself, to the weather he will 
be flying in, to the regulations to which he 
must adhere.  Ninety percent of his flying is 
business related.  He maintains his VFR and 
IFR qualifications at all times and states, 
“When you fly, ‘discretion is the better part 
of valor.’ ”  One of Trey’s goals for the 
future is to put his company in a position 
to move up to a Cirrus SR22.  With Trey’s 
focus, dedication, and hard-working style, 
we’re sure you’ll see him in one soon!

Trey Hester, his wife Julie, and 
daughters Olivia (L) and Alena (R) 
ready to depart for a vacation in 
Williamsburg, Virginia (KJGG)
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Fly the Fortress!  The EAA’s B-17 
Flying Fortress, called “Aluminum 
Overcast,” will be offering rides to the 
general public during its three-day stay at 
Wisconsin Aviation’s east-ramp terminal 
on the Dane County Regional Airport.  
During July 24-26, 2009, EAA Chapter 
93 will host the World War II bomber’s 
visit.  Rides are priced as follows:

Pre-booked (reservations):
 EAA members - $359 each
 Non-members - $399 each
Walk-up requests:
 EAA members - $385 each
 Non-members - $425 each

For flight reservations, call 800-359-
6217 or book online at http://www.b17.
org/tour.

1940’s Style Hangar Dance!      
Re-live the 1940’s era by attending the 
hangar dance at Wisconsin Aviation’s 
Madison facility on the Dane County  

Congratulations, Superstars!
The individuals listed below have achieved solo status or obtained

the certificates or ratings shown since the previous issue of Talewinds.
Congratulations to all!

Solo Status
 
 Callon Andrews (UNU) Ryan Carlson (MSN)  Nicole Neidlinger (MSN) 
 Moses Balian (RYV) James Emmerich (MSN)  Fred Prom (UNU) 
 Laurie Bennett (RYV) Richard Hanke, Jr. (RYV) Kory Van Dorf (RYV)
  Brian Lee (UNU) 

Certificates & Ratings
 Instrument Private Commercial 
 Bruno Hanney (RYV) Steve Bruemmer (MSN) Matt Ahmedi (RYV)
  Ron Chisholm (RYV) Andy Blochowiak (RYV)
 Multi-Engine Instructor Jack Davis (RYV) Pieter Kucharski (MSN)
 Peter Jensen (MSN) Alex Marsh (RYV) Tim Pulford (RYV)
 Brian Ross (MSN) Andrew Pickhard (MSN)
  Jan Turke (RYV)
  Jarod Von Rueden (RYV)

Regional Airport on Saturday, July 25, 
from 7–10 pm. This event features the 
big-band music of “Ladies Must Swing,” 
a jazz band consisting of 18 energetic 
women (www.ladiesmustswing.com).  
Vintage wear is encouraged, and there 
will be prizes for the best-dressed couple 
and best dancers.

Food and beverage proceeds will benefit 
the Community Action Coalition, a local 
organization committed to reducing pov-
erty in Dane, Jefferson, and Waukesha 
counties.  While buying your beverages 
and sandwiches for a good cause, help 
the environment by bringing your own 
16-oz. beer mug!

Tickets are $15.  Purchase your tickets 
now and mark your calendar!  Tickets 
may be purchased in advance by contact-
ing ladiesmustswing@yahoo.com, or at 
the door. 

Don Winkler
Public Affairs & Media, MSN

A Fun-Filled Weekend Planned at Madison
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Summer is finally here. That means that most of us will be getting 
back into the air.  But, there are a few things to think about before 
getting into the cockpit.

Currency vs. Proficiency

Sure, it only takes three takeoffs and landings to become current.  
But does that mean you are ready to take your family on a cross-
country trip?  Just because you are legal to fly doesn’t mean you 
are properly prepared to fly.  Feeling rusty?  When is the last time 
you received dual instruction?  Get an instructor to help you re-
gain your confidence as PIC.

Weather can deteriorate rap-
idly and even become explo-
sive with the blink of an eye—
thunderstorms, tornadoes, 
hail, wind shear, etc.  Check 
the weather often and don’t be 
afraid to postpone a flight.

Has that GPS become a crutch?  
Try a flight or two relying on 
pilotage and dead-reckoning.  
When is the last time you did 
a weight-and-balance calcula-
tion or prepared a navigational 
log?  Do you remember how 
to use that E6-B?  Take time to 
do some math.

Warm weather brings out all 
kinds of wildlife hazards.  
Keep an eye out for wildlife 
both in the air and on the ground—especially when at an airport 
where it is likely for some aircraft to not have a radio.  Be sure to 
announce your intentions frequently—but briefly.

Summer means construction starts!  Has your destination runway 
been closed or displaced.  Be careful when using a sod strip.  Sub-
standard conditions such as wet soil, long grass, ruts, or dips can 
be difficult to see before it is too late.  When in doubt, call ahead.

Stay safe and arrive alive!

The best way to ensure safety is to advance your training and 
improve your flying skills:

Climbs and descents at 500 fpm, full and partial panel, should 
be conducted using various power settings, including minimum 
controllable airspeed.  It takes more skill to fly slow.  Steep turns 
should be practiced with at least a 45-degree bank, 360 degrees in 
one direction, followed by rolling into a turn in the opposite direc-
tion using full and partial panel.  Good pitch control is required to 
maintain altitude and avoid a spiral or upset.

Recovery from unusual attitudes should be conducted using full 
and partial panel.  Your goal should be a simultaneous correction 
of pitch, bank, and power during recovery.  Upset and emergency-
upset-recovery training is a good investment that pays dividends 
throughout one’s flying career.  Once pilots experience life be-
yond the “stall” and learn to master recovery skills, they wonder 
how they survived without it.

An emergency descent is a way to reach a lower altitude or the 
ground for an emergency landing.  The need for this maneuver 
may result from fire, loss of cabin pressurization, or any other 
demanding situation.  A three-turn spiral of 1080 degrees to a 

landing is a great confidence 
builder.  It is nothing more 
than descending turns around 
a point, controlling the radius 
of the turns around the point 
with the bank angle in relation 
to the wind.

Power-off accuracy approach-
es from the 90-, 180-, and 
360-degree positions will help 
instill the judgment and proce-
dures necessary for accurately 
flying the airplane, without 
power, to a safe landing.  Also, 
reviewing the procedures for a 
simulated engine failure dur-
ing other phases of flight will 
help you perform those cock-
pit procedures to use in an 
actual emergency while plan-
ning and flying the approach.

It would be a good idea to dust off your short-field and soft-field 
takeoff and landing skills with an instructor, and also relearn the 
application of forward and side-slips.

There are a variety of additional performance maneuvers useful 
in developing a high degree of pilot skill.  Although they are not 
performed during everyday flying, they aid the pilot in analyz-
ing the forces acting on the airplane and in developing the fine 
control touch, coordination, and division of attention for accurate 
and safe maneuvering of the airplane.  Among the maneuvers to 
consider are the chandelle and lazy-eight.

And if you really want to have the most fun, take tailwheel transi-
tion training and perform these maneuvers in a tandem, stick-and-
rudder airplane.

Ray Klaus
NAFI Master CFI, CFII, MEI

PROFICIENCY TRAINING FOR PILOTS
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Air Ambulance Services

Wisconsin Aviation uses a variety of aircraft to meet the many 
air ambulance missions.  The Cessna Conquest II, a nine-pas-
senger turboprop aircraft, is our primary air ambulance vehicle.  
This plane is modified by removing some of the seats and retro-
fitting a stretcher in their place.  The stretcher attaches to a base 
unit capable of providing the power source for a wide variety of 
specialized medical equipment.  The Conquest is backed up by 
a Cessna Chancellor with the same capabilities.  Additionally in 
Wisconsin Aviation’s ambulance inventory are faster jet aircraft 
which are utilized if a stretcher isn’t needed and time is of the 
essence, such as with the organ-donor program.

Mr. Smith does a quick internet search and finds Wisconsin 
Aviation.  With one call the air ambulance trip is initiated.  A 
few questions concerning Bill’s location, destination, and 
personal condition, and the mission is set.  Wisconsin Aviation 
then selects the departure and destination airports to minimize 
ground transportation, while Flight Care arranges for ground 
ambulance transportation to and from the airports.  Flight Care 
also determines the need for specialized medical equipment to 
ensure a medically safe flight.  In as little time as an hour, the 
air ambulance can be dispatched or scheduled for a future time 
and date to meet the patient’s needs.  With a 350-mile-per-hour 
cruise speed, Mr. Smith could arrive at any Wisconsin airport in 
between three and four hours with no plane changes, no busy air-
line terminals, and no gawking travelers.  In addition, one to two 
family members may be allowed to accompany Bill.

Wisconsin Aviation and Flight Care, LLC, are dedicated to your 
air ambulance needs.  For further information on this service, 
call Wisconsin Aviation at 888-405-0211 or Flight Care at 888-
608-2273.  Information is also available online at Wisconsin 
Aviation.com by clicking on “Air Ambulance.”

Dave Webb
Chief Pilot, MSN

It’s February in Wisconsin.  The Smith family is enjoying their 
long-overdue vacation in Orlando, Florida.  Bill Smith’s brother 
just called informing him it was -20 degrees F and snowing, 
but Bill doesn’t care because he and his family have five more 
days in sunny, warm Florida.  Today is Disney day, and the 
Smith family is excited beyond belief.  They’re up early, breeze 
through breakfast, and are one of the first cars on the road to the 
park.  But then the unexpected—the traffic light turns green, 
and Mr. Smith starts through the intersection.  Simultaneously, a 
speeder runs the red light hitting their car directly in the driver’s 
door.  The Smith family survives the accident with minor cuts 
and bruises, but two days later Bill wakes up in the hospital in 
a waist-down cast.  The doctor states that the cast will be on 
for three months but assures Mr. Smith that he will be back on 
his feet with a little rehabilitation in four to five months.  Bill’s 
situation isn’t life-threatening, so he is given the option of being 
released to a rehabilitation center or returning to Wisconsin for 
in-home care.  The Smith family is scheduled to leave for home 
tomorrow, but without Dad, inasmuch as the airline cannot ac-
commodate a person in a body cast.  Airline travel, busy termi-
nals, and rushing travelers are no place for the sick or injured.  
Facing three months on his back in Orlando without any friends 
or family seems unbearable.  Bill’s situation seems hopeless—
until his doctor suggests chartering an air ambulance.  Air ambu-
lance service is the solution for many sick or injured people and 
exists for only one reason—to get them from a distant location to 
their home or local a hospital as fast, safe, and comfortable  
as possible.

Wisconsin Aviation has teamed with Flight Care, LLC, and has 
provided such service since 2005.  We provide the ambulance 
aircraft and highly experienced, professional pilots.  Flight Care 
provides the certified medical staff, plus the specialized equip-
ment required for an air ambulance flight.
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Wisconsin Aviation – Dodge County is pleased to announce that 
“Cessnas to Oshkosh” will again be staging out of KUNU for their 
mass arrival at AirVenture 2009.  The group will begin to arrive 
on Thursday, July 23, with the final formation flight-training clinic 
being held Friday at Dodge County.  By Saturday morning we 
expect to see 50-75 Cessnas parked on our ramp waiting for their 
departure. 

The pilots flying the mass arrival into Oshkosh come from all over 
the U.S. and Canada and have included 172s through C-310s in the 
past.  While many of the pilots and their passengers will camp on 
the field at Juneau, several will take advantage of the local hotel 
rooms for their last evening in a real bed until after the show.  As 
always, we will provide shuttle service during AirVenture to pro-
vide pilots with transportation to and from area hotels, restaurants 
and local shopping for any last-minute supplies. 

Wisconsin Aviation will host a dinner on Friday for the group 
to enjoy an evening of camaraderie and relaxation prior to their 
departure on Saturday.  We look forward to hosting our friends and 
fellow pilots again this year!

More information about “Cessnas to Oshkosh” can be found at 
www.cessnas2oshkosh.com.

Tim Bentheimer
Manager, UNU

What makes flying fun?
 • Leaving the ground and getting into a new environment.
 • Viewing our earth from a different perspective.
 • Going fast.
 • Going places.
 • Visiting people you haven’t seen in a long time.
 • Flying a new aircraft (maybe a Technically Advanced   
  Aircraft - TAA).
 • Executing a perfect approach and landing.
 
What makes flying not fun?
 • Being unsure of your skills.
 • Being in a new environment.
 • Being rusty on regulations and procedures.
 • Feeling uncomfortable in IFR conditions.
 
How can Wisconsin Aviation help make it fun?
 • Check out our all new IFR and VFR refresher clinics to   
  brush up on the procedures and the regulations.
 • Check out our new TAA (SR22) ground school.
 • Check out our new GPS ground school.
 • If you want more than a refresher clinic and are already
  rated, you can audit one of our Private or Instrument   
  Ground Schools for half price on a space-available basis.
 • Our ground schools have been recently updated and are  
  now coordinated between our various locations.  We are  
  also offering the ground schools twice a week and are  
  running the same week at each location.  So if you know  
  you will miss one in Watertown, you can get the same   
  class on a different night in Madison.
 
What about faster?
We now have a Cirrus SR22 at 178 knots available in both Wa-
tertown and Madison.  This kind of speed makes Florida more 
easily accessible for that vacation trip.
 
Think about it and have fun flying!

Phil Winiger
Flight School Manager, MSN

The Cessnas Are Coming!
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Flying Should Be Fun!
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Where Are They Now?

Hello, my fellow pilots: 
 
I would like to say hello to you in writing and in person and to let 
you know that I am back!  I am certain that if you think back to 
1994, you will recall your old flight instructor. Why am I contact-
ing you now?  Where have I been?  Why am I back?

If you recollect, it all started 
in 1994 with a bet between my 
dear friend Susan Kohr, also a 
past flight instructor for Wis-
consin Aviation, and myself as 
to who would get hired by the 
airlines first.  Skyway Airlines 
made a big goof and hired me 
instead of the prettier, more 
talented and funnier young 
lady.  I left RYV for Skyway 
and flew the Beechcraft 1900D 
Airliner for 3½ years building 
my turbine experience. I was 
once again fortunate enough 
to become part of Midwest 
Airline’s pilot group flying 
the DC-9 and on to the new 
Boeing 717 aircraft for the past 11 years. All this fun came to a 
screeching halt on December 1, 2008, when along with 278 other 
fellow pilots, I received my furlough papers from Midwest.  In 
between all this, I met my wonderful, sometimes-understanding 
wife, Jalynn. We got married and were blessed with two beautiful 
additions to our tribe, Arihana and Myles. We currently reside in 
Kewaskum.

Why am I back at Wisconsin Aviation? Because Jeff felt sorry 
enough to give me a second chance at harassing my students 

while rekindling old friendships—and, if luck would have it, 
teach you something of what I learned in the last 14 years of flying 
airplanes all over the USA and Canada. 

What is my new role at Wis-
consin Aviation?  I am hired 
as a part-time flight instructor, 
primarily based out of Juneau.  
However, I can teach at all the 
airports depending entirely 
on the student’s request and 
convenience. I am current to 
teach at every level, spanning 
from private pilot to the multi- 
engine rating, as well as CFI, 
CFII, and MEI. 

 If you have the desire to 
come and visit me at Juneau, 
or anywhere else for that mat-
ter, please feel free to call me 
at (262) 894-4836 anytime.  I 
would love to see you!

Jung Grossenbacher
CFI, CFII, MEI (UNU)

------------------------------------------------
This is our fourth article on the whereabouts of our former  
Wisconsin Aviation students and personnel.
Updated standings:  Men – 2; Women – 2.

If you would like to be the next person to be featured in this  
section, call or email me with your story.

Editor

100% Tax Deductible?

Depreciation Deductions Available for Aircraft

In its continuing response to the economic downturn of the last two 
years, Congress has recently passed two new tax incentives for busi-
nesses that invest in business property.  The two new incentives are:

 • Increased expensing amounts for small businesses.
 • A 50% first-year depreciation deduction.

EXPENSING OF NEW OR USED AIRCRAFT.   For tax years 
beginning in 2008 and 2009 only, the law increases the maximum 
amount of capital investment from $128,000 to $250,000 for new or 
used property that a taxpayer may expense, as opposed to depreci-
ate.  In addition, the threshold for reducing the Section 179 deduc-
tion increases from $510,000 to $800,000.  Again, this is only for 
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100% Tax Deductible?

With the arrival of the pleasant summer 
weather in Wisconsin come Big, Ugly, 
Gooey, Splats—the results of the unwel-
comed visitors that share the skies around 
us, commonly known as BUGS.  These 
pesky little creatures are out in full swing.

Although we have a wide range of prod-
ucts available that help us in avoiding the 
bugs while we enjoy the outdoors, there 
isn’t much we can do to keep them from 
getting smashed against the windshield 
and leading edges of our aircraft.  But 
there is some relief.  Wisconsin Aviation 
can help keep your aircraft looking good.  

We have a full-time aircraft detailer on 
staff.  This person is fully trained and ca-
pable of performing all phases of detailing 
an aircraft—from polishing your wind-
shield and extracting stains in your carpet 
to treating deice boots and reconditioning 
leather seats.  Let us help take the sting out 
of scrubbing the bugs off your aircraft!  

Although based in Watertown, we are 
able to perform this service at any of our 
locations.   So whatever your needs are in 
keeping your aircraft looking its best, give 
us a call.  We’ll be glad to discuss how we 
can help you shine.

For further information, call Ed Hahn at 
920-261-4567.

Pete Schroeder
Vice President of Technical Services

2008 and 2009.  In 2010 the numbers will revert back to pre-2008 
amounts indexed for inflation.

BONUS FIRST-YEAR DEPRECIATION ON NEW AIRCRAFT.   
The law also provides an additional first-year depreciation deduc-
tion equal to 50% of the adjusted basis of qualified property for both 
regular tax and alternative minimum-tax purposes for the tax year 
in which the property is placed in service.  Generally, there is no 
limit on the amount of additional first-year depreciation that can be 
claimed.  In order for property to qualify for the additional first-year 
depreciation, it must meet all of requirements 1 through 4 below:

1) The property must have a life of 20 years or less.  Aircraft   
 meet this requirement.
2) The original use of the property must begin with the tax  
 payer after 2007.  This means that the aircraft must be brand   
 new; used aircraft does not apply.

3) The taxpayer must acquire the property in 2008 or 2009,  
 or must acquire it under a binding written contract  
 entered into in 2008 or 2009.
4) The property must be placed in service before  
 January 1, 2010.

The property and depreciation allowances in the year the prop-
erty is placed in service and later years must be adjusted to reflect 
the additional first-year depreciation deduction.  A taxpayer can 
elect out of additional first-year depreciation for any class of 
property for any tax year.

CONSULT WITH A TAX PROFESSIONAL.   The above 
discussion is for general tax information only.  Additional limita-
tions on deductions may apply depending on a number of factors.  
We recommend you consult with a tax professional to determine 
how the tax laws will apply in your situation.
     Henry A. Jasper, CPA

Behling, Jasper & Selberg, LLC

Summer’s Unwanted Visitors

Kelda Helen Roys, State Representative for Northwestern 
Dane County, recently toured the Wisconsin Aviation 

facility at Madison.  She was accompanied by Col. Jeff 
Wiswell, Legislative Officer, Wisconsin Wing, Civil Air 
Patrol.  Ms. Roys was visiting several areas of the CAP 
operations and stopped to visit the Wisconsin Aviation 
FBO where she became more familiar with the various 

segments of the aviation industry within her district.  
Wisconsin Aviation Maintenance Technician Ben Brake 

explains to them aspects of aircraft maintenance.

 

Remember! 
Stop by and visit us while at 

AirVenture 2009. 
We’re located in 

Building C, Booth 3132. 
We look forward to meeting 

and chatting with you. 
 

 
 



10

The first annual Dodge County Wings & Wheels was held on Sunday, June 7, at the 
Dodge County Airport in Juneau.  Although the weather only partially cooperated, 
this event drew a large crowd.  Participation this year included a car show organized 
by the Boondockers Street Rods LTD and a “Jaws of Life” demonstration by the 
Juneau Fire Department, which also included demonstrations of their ladder truck.  
Additionally, a static display by the Dodge County Sheriff’s Department included 
their S.W.A.T. equipment, a new squad car, boat, and ATVs.  The Army National 
Guard arrived on the scene with a Humvee and a state-of-the-art Blackhawk helicop-
ter.  As in last year’s open house event, Wisconsin Aviation offered airplane rides, 
and EAA Chapter 897 served a delicious breakfast including pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, sausage, and coffee. 

While it may not have been sunny and 75 degrees, the attendees enjoyed the extra at-
tractions, and we have already started planning the 2nd Annual Dodge County Wings 
& Wheels to be held on Sunday, June 6, 2010.  So mark your calendars, and I hope to 
see you there!

Tim Bentheimer
Manager, UNU

1st Annual Dodge County Wings & Wheels

Last year Jeff Baum, president and CEO of Wisconsin Aviation, 
was named a founding member of the ten-member executive  
committee of the board of governors for the Air Charter Safety 
Foundation (ACSF).  The Foundation’s officers and executive 
committee, made up of the charter indus-
try’s top experts, oversees all fiduciary and 
statutory governance functions, as well as 
strategic goals.

The Air Charter Safety Foundation is a non-
profit organization dedicated to enhancing 
the safety and security of air charter and 
shared aircraft ownership programs in the 
United States and worldwide.  Through 
research, collaboration, and education, the 
ACSF advances charter industry standards 
and best practices, promulgates safety, security, and service 
benchmarks, and promotes the universal acceptance of safety 
management systems.  The Foundation also provides accurate 
and objective information about air charter providers as one of 
the most important and versatile public transportation resources.  

Membership in the ACSF primarily includes Part 135 certificate 
holders, with the balance to include OEMs, brokers, insurers, cus-
tomers, airports, and safety professionals.  Regular members are 
aircraft operators, management companies, and brokers, while as-

sociate members are suppliers, vendors, and 
consultants to aircraft operators.  Affiliate 
members are other non-profit institutions 
and government organizations.  A board of 
governors establishes the ACSF’s strategic 
goals, policies, and programs. 

The Foundation has blossomed since its in-
ception and now has the industry-standard 
audit program in place.  It is working close-
ly with the FAA in establishing safety man-
agement systems (SMS) and with operators 

on safety reporting systems.  It recently held its second, very suc-
cessful safety symposium at the NTSB (National Transportation 
Safety Board) training center in Ashburn, Virginia, just northwest 
of Washington, D.C.  Wisconsin Aviation is proud to be a found-
ing member of this most worthwhile endeavor.

Baum Named to ACSF
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  For full specifications and photos, visit our website at WisconsinAviation.com.

We Welcome Your Consignment! Wisconsin Aviation, Inc., is one of the state’s largest aircraft dealers.  We maintain a large inventory of 
brokered aircraft.  If you are considering selling your aircraft, please call to discuss the advantages of listing your aircraft with us.  If in the 

market to buy and we don’t have the plane you want, we’ll find it for you.

2000 Piper Archer III:   Aspen Avionics Pro Electronic Flight Display!  Dual Garmin GNS-430Ws!  
New S-Tec 55X autopilot with electric trim and GPSS roll steering!  Flight director and slaved 
HSI!  Air conditioning!  Only 1325 TTSN, NDH.  Best-equipped, non-glass Archer you can buy!  
Reduced to $175,000!

2005 Cirrus SR22-GTS:   Pristine aircraft!  Only 250 TT!  NDH, Platinum engine, STEC 55X, 
TAWS, traffic, CMAX, de-ice, XM weather, Tanis heater, NDH! Always hangared!  This one has it 
all plus a $3500 fuel card and 4 Bose headsets!   Reduced to $329,000!

1967 Piper Arrow 180:   4180 TTSN, 530 SMOH, MK-12D NavCom with glideslope, MX-12 Nav-
Com, ADF, 4-place intercom, Horton STOL kit, Autoflite autopilot.  Reduced to $44,900!

1975 Piper Aztec E:   7925 TT, 1332/1063 SMOH, October annual, full deice, King digital, KNS-
80, HSI, RDR-150 radar.  Reduced to $75,000/OBO!

Aircraft for Sale

1981 Cessna Conquest II Dash 10:  Collins Proline, Bendix RDR-1100, stormscope, Argus 
5000, TCAD, 4-bladed Hartzells, Dual VCRs, Part 135, SIDs complete! Fresh props, 1675 
SMOH, 9725 TT.  Leaseback wanted!  $1,575,000

2000 Commander 115:  Pampered and always hangared!  Only 765TT, GNS 530W/430W! 
Sandel HSI! WX-500 and GDL-69 Weather!  TCAD, air conditioning, one owner.    $299,900

1967 Piper Twin Comanche:   C/R engines, 9465 TT, 271 SMOH, 271 SNEW Q-tips, fresh 
annual, Garmin 430!  SL-60 Nav/Com/GPS, dual glideslopes, 1-piece windshield.    $89,500

1985 Beech King Air C-90A:   7725 TT, 524 SMOH! 61/524 SPOH, King digital, Skywatch 497! 
Bendix color radar, KFC-250 AFCS, 406 ELT, Raisebeck.  Great plane/great buy at $975,000!

2005 Cirrus SR22-GTS:   515 TTSN, TKS ice protection, EGPWS, dual 430s, S-TEC 55X 
autopilot, stormscope, Skywatch traffic, XM weather, CMAX, oxygen, 4 Bose headsets, platinum 
engine, Rosen sun visors.   $269,000/trade/offer!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

July 21 Private Pilot Ground School @ MSN
  Tuesdays thru October 13, 6-9 pm
July 25 Hangar Dance & B-17 Visit/Rides @ MSN
 Saturday, 7-10 pm – featuring Ladies Must Swing Orchestra
July 27 thru EAA AirVenture 2009 @ OSH
August 2 Visit us at Booth #3132 in Building C.
August 10 Instrument Ground School @ MSN, Mondays thru November 2, 6-9 pm
August 11 Instrument Ground School @ RYV, Tuesdays thru November 3, 6-9 pm
August 19 IFR Refresher Clinic @ MSN, Wednesday, 6-9 pm
August 22 Private Pilot Ground School @ MSN, Saturdays thru November 14, 9 am – 12 pm
August 22 JVL ATC/Pilot Breakfast & Tower Tour @ JVL, Saturday, 8 am
August 26 Tailwheel Clinic @ RYV, Wednesday, 6-8:30 pm
August 26 VFR Refresher Clinic @ MSN, Wednesday, 6-9 pm
August 30 Juneau Lions Club Pancake Breakfast @ UNU, Sunday, 8 am – Noon
Sept 12 Caravan to St. Louis Arch, Saturday, 8 am out of RYV
Sept 17 Caravan to Brewers vs. Cubs at Wrigley Field, Thursday, 8 am out of RYV to MDW
Sept 19 IFR Refresher Clinic @ RYV, Saturday, 9 am – Noon
Sept 23 Instrument Ground School @ UNU, Wednesdays, 6-9 pm
Sept 27 Instrument Ground School @ MSN, Sundays thru December 20, 9 am – 12 pm
Oct 7 Private Pilot Ground School @ MSN, Wednesdays thru December 30, 6-9 pm
Oct 9 VFR Refresher Clinic @ MSN, Friday, 6-9 pm
Oct 17 IFR Ground School for Technically Advanced Aircraft @ RYV
 Saturday, 9 am – 2 pm
Oct 20 Checkride Seminar @ UNU, Tuesday, 6 pm
Oct 20 IFR Refresher Clinic @ MSN, Tuesday, 6-9 pm
Nov 21 IFR Refresher Clinic @ MSN, Saturday, 10 am – 1 pm

For more details, visit our website at WisconsinAviation.com or email us at  
WisAv@WisconsinAviation.com. 

or


