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A View from Our President

Presidential Visit
On November 4, 2009, President Barack Obama visited Madison’s Wright
Middle School and discussed his $4.5 billion “Race to the Top” stimulus
funds from the U.S. Department of Education for the nation’s schools.
Wisconsin Aviation’s elite ground crew team was “at the ready” to provide
any and all services required in support of Air Force One and its supporting
aircraft.
What follows is a thumbnail, unclassified version addressing the preparations
that transpired before the Presidential arrival, as reported by Wisconsin Aviation Ground Operations Manager Jeff Davis.
The presidential advance team with a Sikorsky SH-3 Sea King helicopter, call
sign “Marine One” when the President is on board, arrived one week ahead of
“The VIP’s” arrival (the President is always referred to as “The VIP” by the
advance teams). There was one helicopter for this visit to be used only in case
of an emergency. If the White House had planned to use the helicopter for
scheduled transportation, they would have had to bring three more—a backup
and two decoys. The helicopters are transported by C-17 support aircraft.
Continued on pg 2 “Presidential Visit”

Presidential Aircraft Air Force One, a Boeing 747-200

When will
we get it
right?
The father warned authorities that his son posed a
risk, yet the idiot son strapped some sort of explosive
to his underwear, boarded a plane, sat down in his
seat, crossed the Atlantic, and then tried to set off the
explosive after the captain announced, “Prepare to
land.” Clearly misguided, probably not too bright,
and obviously an extreme reaction to something felt
to be horribly offensive.
So how did we react to something horribly offensive?
We limit the number of carry-ons to one (idiot didn’t
“carry on” the explosive); onboard entertainment
systems cannot show maps with the aircraft’s location
(idiot son made his move after the “prepare to land”
announcement was made (or did he look out the window?); and we must stay in our seats for the last hour
of the flight (our “Boy Wonder” did exactly that!).
Clearly misguided, not very bright, and obviously a
political reaction!
I feel sorry for the airlines—I really do! I am so
happy I can fly general aviation. After all, we know
everyone on board! We can delight in showing our
passengers exactly where we are. We know what
time we will depart. We don’t need laws passed to
tell us how long we can sit on the tarmac. We embark and debark at clean, uncrowded terminals where
the employees are actually happy to see us. And did
I mention that we fly direct to our destinations on our
schedules?
Continued on pg 10 “President”
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Presidential Visit

- continued from P.1

rize the NOAA airport diagrams and any published information
about the Dane County Regional Airport.
While this activity was going on, Wisconsin Aviation made every
effort to keep our charter and flight school customers informed
of potential delays and anticipated interruptions during the “VIP”
visit. Specific details, which included the itinerary and security
protocols, were not discussed outside of the advance team’s meetings. Fifteen minutes prior to the President’s arrival, all airport
operations ceased. The airport was closed to all air traffic arriving or departing. No vehicular traffic was allowed to penetrate
the airport security perimeter. The USSS patrolled the airport,
and Army Blackhawk helicopters provided airborne surveillance
of the airport. After landing, Air Force One’s taxi route was a
carefully choreographed route that had been agreed upon days in
advance. The tower issued taxi instructions just as they would for
any aircraft, but the flight crew does not respond to the radio calls
and follows the predetermined route.
Presidential Aircraft Marine One,
a Sikorsky SH-3 Sea Knight

After unloading, it takes the chopper crew in excess of two hours
to unfold Marine One’s main rotor blades and prep it for flight. A
second C-17 carries all the vehicles to be used in the Presidential
motorcade.
The United States Secret Service (USSS) Advance Team arrived
approximately five days before the President and coordinated
all security aspects of the visit to include, but not limited to, the
layout of the airport, the buildings and facilities of the ramp areas,
motorcade route(s), emergency facilities available, and personnel
involved with parking and servicing the aircraft. They literally
“leave no stone unturned” when considering Presidential security.
Two Air Force majors comprise the Air Force One advance team.
They meet with any and all potential service providers, discuss
ground handling procedures, security measures, and all but memo-

The taxi speed is determined by how close they are to “chock
time.” Chock time refers to just that—the scheduled time the
nose gear of the aircraft is exactly on its parking spot. The flight
crew will not park before chock time and is rarely more than 60
seconds late.
Once the President disembarked, the waiting motorcade was
loaded and departed, with its street route closed to any other traffic. The Presidential motorcade always remains clear of all other
traffic. As soon as the President was off the airport property,
arrivals and departures resumed, and refueling and other ground
services began for SAM 29000 (the call sign for Air Force One
when the President is not on board).
President Obama’s visit to Madison was only the fourth sitting
U.S. President to visit the city. The first Presidential visit to
Madison was Rutherford B. Hayes on September 10, 1878. He
was followed by Grover Cleveland (1885), and Theodore
Roosevelt (1903).

Jeff Davis
General Manager
Madison

Unclassified Specifications of the Presidential 747
• Crew – 26 (crew + pass. – 102)

• Range – 7800 SM

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Model – B747-200B
Engines – 4 – GE-CF6-80C2B1
Thrust – 56,700 pounds/engine
Max Takeoff Weight – 833,000 lbs.
Max Landing Weight – 630,000 lbs.
Fuel Capacity – 53,611 gallons

Wing Span – 192’8”
Length – 231’10”
Height – 63’5”
Service Ceiling – 45,100 feet
Max Speed – 670 mph
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Husband and Wife Fly First Solos on the Same Day
For some, flying is a family affair. Jay and Brittany Meagher, of
Fitchburg, took the concept to a whole new level when we flew
our first solos as student pilots on November 14. Jay flew first
while I cheered him on from the ground. Then we had a great
surprise when my instructor signed me off to fly my first solo on
the very same day. It was a fun day at the Madison flight school
for all!
As the first pilots in our respective families, Jay and I decided to
embark on the journey of becoming pilots as a challenge we could
conquer together. From the first day of ground school in the
spring of 2009, we spent many hours reading, studying, and learning as a team. During flight lessons, one of us would fly first,
while the other rode in the back seat and observed; then we would
switch roles and fly again. Jay commented: “Watching Brittany
fly helped me to learn her strengths and challenges, and helped
me to see mine, too. I had a chance to think about what was happening during the lesson as an observer, rather than as a student at
the controls, which has helped me to learn faster.”
I encourage anyone contemplating flight training to find a flying buddy if possible—whether it is a family member, friend,
or another student at the flight school. I also feel that having
someone to share the trials and triumphs of learning to fly has
made a wonderful experience even better! Flight instructors Tina
Hartlaub and Bob LaRue have been flying with us, and Bob noted

Front: Tina Hartlaub and Bob LaRue Back: Brittany and Jay Meagher

that while he’s known husband and wife pilots before, he doesn’t
think he’s ever heard of a pair who soloed on the same day!
We look forward to becoming private pilots this summer so that
we can enjoy future trips together visiting family and friends
throughout the Midwest.

by Brittany Meagher

Wisconsin Aviation’s New Pro-Pilot Program
Helps you stay proficient the way the professional pilots do.

Wisconsin Aviation’s Pro-Pilot Program is a 24-month program
which dedicates two hours of flying time every 90 days over and
above the recreational and business flying you do to develop and
maintain your piloting skills. These two hours of flying will be
coached and guided by a Wisconsin Aviation CFI using a customized curriculum to be sure you are focusing on those areas of
your flying which are most in need of improvement.
Following the program:

You can stay current by going up once every 90 days and drilling
holes in the sky, but that’s not the way professional pilots do it.
Professional pilots maintain their proficiency with a check-ride
every six months. Regular CFI-supervised practice sessions and
check-rides with a CFI will:
• Improve your piloting skills.
• Give you more confidence as a pilot.
• Make your next BFR a breeze.

• You will always be current.
• You will have the confidence to take that trip you have always
wanted to take.
• You will ace your next BFR.
We make it easy by giving you a low monthly rate for all
instruction and rental.

Just $75 monthly
in a C-172 or Warrior

For more information, contact Jim Quinn at 920-261-4567 or
Jim.Quinn@WisconsinAviation.com.
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Avidyne’s DFC90 Attitude-Based Digital Autopilot

NOW A

VAILAB
L

Wisconsin Aviation’s Avionics Department has the
capability to install your new DFC90. It is a slide-in
replacement for the existing rate-based STEC 55X
flight computer.
The DFC90 has all the standard vertical and lateral modes of operation of a turbine-class autopilot
system, including Flight Director (FD), Altitude Hold
(ALT), Airspeed Hold (IAS), Vertical Speed Hold
(VS), Heading (HDG), and Navigation (NAV, APPR,
LOC/GS, GPSS). See panel below picture. The
DFC90 also includes Avidyne’s “Straight & Level”
button which overrides all autopilot modes and levels
the aircraft in both pitch and roll for an added
measure of safety.
For further information, call Brian at Wisconsin
Aviation Avionics at 608-268-5028 or email him at
Brian.Riese@WisconsinAviation.com.

Congratulations, Superstars!
The individuals listed below have achieved solo status or obtained
the certificates or ratings shown since the previous issue of Talewinds.

Congratulations to all!
Solo Status

		
		
		
		

Jason Abramovitz (MSN)
Brittany Meagher (MSN)
Jay Meagher (MSN)
Ann Sederquist (MSN)

Certificates & Ratings
Instrument
Bob Childers (MSN)
Dave Hanson (MSN)
Ty King (RYV)
		
Certified Flight Instructor
Andy Blochowiak (RYV)
		

Private
Laurie Bennett (RYV)
John Bohman (MSN)
Paul Dailey (MSN)
Kent Elliot (MSN)
Martin Merck (MSN)
Kory Van Dorf (RYV)
Jonathan Weege (MSN)

Commercial
Tony Gorn (RYV)
Airline Transport Pilot
Tina Hartlaub (MSN)

E!
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This is the second of two articles addressing winter-weather flying by Greg Gorak.

Two years ago, I was asked by the FAA to give remedial training
to a young man who had a major problem with an icing incident.
First, let me present the background. This individual had less
than 300 hours and was a brand new instrument pilot. On this
February weekend day, he decided to take his wife and 14-yearold son to a fly-in breakfast in central Wisconsin. Ceilings were
typical for winter February flying. The overcast started at about
600-700 feet with tops around 3,500 and clear above. Perfect
weather for a newly minted instrument pilot—or was it? The
only problem with the forecast was moderate icing in the clouds.
On takeoff, the pilot encountered some ice, most of which left
the airframe prior to arriving at his destination. Upon arriving,
the pilot was assigned a non-precision approach and started to
pick up some ice on the approach. Now, in this pilot’s training,
he had never experienced any kind of icing. Upon arriving at
MDA the pilot had some difficulty spotting the airport because
of the snow cover. He did find it as he was crossing over the
airport. No problem, he thought, I’ll just fly a crosswind, downwind, etc., just like I was taught. Opposite the spot, he lowered
the gear on the Piper Arrow, utilized approach flaps, and stuck to
the precise airspeeds he had been taught to utilize for the
traffic pattern.
As he explained it to me, on final approach at about 50 feet
above the runway, the aircraft began to roll to the left, and he
could not arrest the roll even with full opposite aileron. He landed inverted in a snow bank on the left side of the runway. The
aircraft bounced once the windscreen imploded, and the aircraft

In Training
Brad Jordan, in training under the United States Air Force Pilot
Training Program, recently landed at Wisconsin Aviation, Madison, Wisconsin. He was one of 11 other students and 7 instructors rerouted to Madison due to bad weather at their destination.
Brad had received his Private Pilot Certificate under the tutelage
of Madison’s chief instructor, Gustav Ryberg. The visit was
highlighted by his proud parents, Tom and Sandy Jordan.
Pictured from left to right are Sandy Jordan, Brad Jordan, and
Tom Jordan. The aircraft is a USAF T-1A Jay Hawk Jet.

filled with snow. Those observing the crash thought, “We’ve
got some dead people out there,” and rushed out to the wreckage only to observe the pilot, his son, and wife standing next to
the aircraft with minor injuries. Talk about luck. An interesting
sidelight: He stated, “I am never going to fly again,” to which his
wife readily agreed. The FAA in the true spirit of fostering aviation encouraged him to take remedial training with “yours truly,”
and he is now flying again. I don’t know about his wife, though.
Icing-related accidents have always captured the aviation industry’s attention, and it is now widely understood that the problem
is international, not just regional. Even the national air carriers
of countries with balmy tropical climates are likely to fly to and
from latitudes that can be gripped by icy conditions.
So, in summary, whether you are flying an aircraft certified for
known icing or not, be very careful out there. What’s interesting
is that the statistics show that most icing incidents and accidents
do not involve the new instrument pilots but the grizzled veterans
who have had icing encounters before and successfully handled
the encounter, thereby gaining confidence that they could handle
anything that Mother Nature can throw at them. Now I know for
a fact that that will not be you—or will it?

Greg Gorak
NAFI Master Gold Seal Flight Instructor
Greg G. Gorak is the president of Gaits Aviation Seminars, Inc. He is considered
an expert witness for the FAA regarding aircraft accidents. Greg founded his
company in 1977 and for 32 years has never canceled a seminar. For further
information, contact www.gaitsaviation.com or call Greg at 800-881-6904.
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New, Exciting Airplanes Joi

To view our diversified
fleet of aircraft, visit:

WisconsinAviation.com

For checkout requirements
and more information, visit:

WisconsinAviation.com

King Air Now Available for Charter!
Why Choose the King Air?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spacious, comfortable cabin
Private, in-flight conference room
Higher altitudes — smoother flights
7-passenger seating
Air conditioning
Personal amenities/relief facilities

Equipment Highlights for N1861H:
• Cruise speed of 300 mph
- Minneapolis in 45 minutes
- Memphis in 1 hour, 50 minutes
• Average range of 1,000 miles
• Maintained by Wisconsin Aviation
• Extra luggage — no problem!

• Garmin 530W
• STEC-55 Autopilot with
Altitude Preselect
• Coupled HSI
• LoPresti Conversion
with “Howl Cowl”

• Electric Trim
• Standby Electric
Vacuum Pump
• Wing-Tip Landing
Lights
• Pressure-Seal Doors

•
•
•
•
•
•

6-Place Intercom
6 Seats — Club Seating
150 knots TAS
1300+ lbs. Payload
94 gal. Usable Fuel
$175/hour
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Sunglasses for Pilots
• Protecting a pilot’s
most important
sensory asset
• Selecting the
right lenses
• Radiation
• Glare
• New materials
• Frames

It is very important to protect your eyes from the
harmful effects of ultraviolet radiation. Not only do
sunglasses protect your eyes from the harsh effects
of solar radiation, they help to decrease eye fatigue.
Exposure to ultraviolet radiation increases about
5% for each 1,000 feet of elevation. Depletion of
the ozone layer will only exacerbate the problem.
Ultraviolet radiation has been implicated in the formation of cataracts and macular degeneration.
The most common glass tints are gray, gray-green,
and brown. Gray is likely best as it causes the least
amount of color distortion. Polarized lenses are not
advised for a number of reasons. Most importantly,
polarization can mask the sparkle of light reflecting
off shiny surfaces such as another aircraft. Sunglasses should screen out 70-85% of visible light
and not distort color.
The information noted above is a brief summary of
an excellent FAA brochure on this subject, entitled
Sunglasses for Pilots: Beyond the Image, and I
would encourage you to take it along with you when
purchasing a new pair of sunglasses.

Dr. Terry Turke

Editor’s note: Dr. Terry Turke is an FAA Senior Aviation Medical Examiner (AME) located in Watertown, Wisconsin. The brochure
Dr. Turke referred to can be located on line at www.faa.gov/pilots/safety/pilotsafetybrochures/media/sunglasses.pdf.

The Phenom 100 by Embraer
A Phenom 100 very light executive jet recently
visited Wisconsin Aviation’s Madison facility. It is
one of the best in its class in the marketplace, with
premium comfort, outstanding performance, and
low operating costs. The aircraft carries up to eight
occupants and is powered by twin Pratt & Whitney PW617F engines with 1,695 pounds of thrust
each. Its range is 1,178 nautical miles (NBAA IFR
reserves of 35 minutes with 100-nm alternate) with
four persons aboard and has a maximum operating
speed of 390 knots. The airplane is designed for
short-field-takeoff performance and is capable of
flying at 41,000 feet (12,500 meters). The aircraft
sells for around $3.6 million.
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Harrison Ford Relinquishes
EAA Chairman Position

Photo by Sean Walsh/AP

On September 29, 2009, Harrison Ford
passed the chairmanship baton to the new
co-chairs—Hudson River pilots Chesley
Sullenberger and Jeffrey Skiles. Ford had
held this position for the last five years,
during which time 500,000 youths flew in
the Young Eagles Program. In addition to
his personally flying with 300 youngsters,
he helped raise millions of dollars to help
fund the overall program.

In Memoriam Adam West

EAA Chairman and President Tom Poberezny (left) announces Captain
“Sully” Sullenberger and First Officer Jeff Skiles as new co-chairmen
of EAA’s Young Eagles Program at a news conference in Santa Monica,
California. Outgoing Chairman Harrison Ford (right) passed the baton
after five years of service in that role

Article Clarification

Words cannot express
the profound loss of one
of our former dedicated
employees. Adam was
called to his eternal home
while taking his Technical Evaluation (flight)
Training in Tennessee for
his upcoming position as a
missionary pilot/mechanic
in Zambia, Africa. Adam
had spent the last six years
preparing for the position
of missionary pilot with Flying Mission Zambia
(FMZ), an arm of Flying Mission (www.flyingmission.org), which exists to serve and empower people
in Botswana, Zambia, and the region.

Our last issue of Talewinds, Volume 26, No. 4, contained an article
(page 10) which addressed the solo use of a simulator by a student.
One of our readers took issue with the accuracy of the article,
based on information contained in Vol. 74, No. 161, of the Federal
Register.

Adam leaves behind his wife, Carrie, a young son,
Micah, and a daughter, Holly. They are presently
residing in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.

An administrative note on the use of simulators here may be
apropos. Due to the complexity and increased cost of modern
simulators, owners of these devices are becoming more restrictive
regarding pilot/student use. As such, they are beginning to require
that CFIs be present at all times when any pilots or students are
planning to use this equipment, for any reason.

We will miss our friend and colleague, knowing we
are better people for having been acquainted
with him.

The reader is correct in his quoting of the Federal Register as it
pertains to “student training” versus “IFR currency” and the use of
simulators for such training.
The unfortunate aspect is that very few pilots, including “yours
truly,” read the register, and inasmuch as the register was published
the day following our publication mailout, we had no knowledge
that Part 61 had been clarified in that regard. So our thanks to a
sharp reader and a note to all pilots and flight instructors alike to
be sure to read the current changes for “sim” training.

Ed.
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“It’s Just a Little Frost”
“We’ll just polish the wings!” [FAR 91.527(a)(3)]
[FAR 135.227(a)(1)]
Not so fast! On December 1, 2009, the Federal Register
(Vol. 74, No. 227) published the FAA rule change that
removed the regulation allowing pilots to polish any frost on
the aircraft wings.
The rule change affects FAR Parts 91, 125, and 135. In lieu
of polishing the frost on the wings, the FAA identified four
alternatives that operators may use to comply with this rule.
They are:
(1) Using wing covers to prevent frost accumulation
on wings.
(2) Waiting for the frost to melt.
(3) Storing the aircraft in a heated hangar.
(4) Deicing the wing surface.
This amendment will become effective in February 2010.
To read the exact FAR paragraph changes, you can go online
at www.thefederalregister.com/d.p/2009-12-01-E9-28431.
For specific, technical questions, contact Nancy Lauck
Claussen at 202-267-8166 or online at

Sold!!
Congratulations to the
Following Aircraft Buyers:
Jay Hoogstra
Sheboygan Falls, WI
1975 Piper Aztec E
James Lehrer Enterprise
Thief River Falls, MN
1967 Piper Twin Comanche
JRW Investment LLC
Newton, KS
1979 Cessna P210N Centurion

President - continued from P.1
National security is no joking matter, but one has to wonder
from where some of the guidance to policymakers comes.
We all want to help, and we all want to comply, but sometimes one really wonders what we are doing to ourselves
and if it really will help.
One place we did get it right is with general aviation. We
have developed the finest travel system the world has ever
known. We need to guard our system, educate the unknowing, redirect the not-too-brights, stop the misguided, and
keep the system that’s got it right from going wrong. Two
wrongs will not make it right!
So please talk to your elected representatives to help educate
them, make our country safer and saner, and get it back
working again. Thanks for your help with this and your
continued support, and best wishes for a better 2010!
Jeff Baum

Winter 2010
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Aircraft for Sale
1977 Piper Archer II: 7000 TT, 2468 SFOH, KX-170B with glideslope, MX-170C digital
NavCom, KR-86 ADF, Garmin GTX-327 transponder, Garmin 150XL GPS, Autocontrol IIIB
coupled autopilot, fresh annual. $37,500

1967 Piper Arrow 180: 4180 TTSN, 530 SMOH, MK-12D NavCom with glideslope, MX-12
NavCom, ADF, 4-place intercom, Horton STOL kit, Autoflite autopilot. Blowout Price of $39,900!

2005 Cirrus SR22-GTS: Pristine aircraft! Only 350 TT! NDH, Platinum engine, S-TEC 55X,
TAWS, traffic, CMAX, de-ice, XM weather, Tanis heater, NDH! Always hangared! This one has it
all plus a $3500 fuel card and 4 Bose headsets! Reduced to $329,000!

1969 Piper Cherokee 6-300: 5025 TT, 1485 SMOH, Dual MK-12D NavComs, ADF, Narco 890
DME, GX-50 GPS, Autocontrol III with S-TEC 30 altitude hold, WX-900 stormscope, Knots 2U
flap gap seals & hinge fairings, 7 seats, clean! Same owner last 19 years! $69,900/trade

1981 Cessna Conquest II Dash 10: Collins Proline, Bendix RDR-1100, stormscope, Argus
5000, TCAD, 4-bladed Hartzells, Dual VCRs, Part 135, SIDs complete! Fresh props, 1675
SMOH, 9725 TT. Leaseback wanted! $1,575,000

2000 Commander 115: Pampered and always hangared! Fresh Annual, 765TT, GNS
530W/430W! Sandel HSI! WX-500 and GDL-69 Weather! TCAD, air conditioning, one owner.
Reduced to $289,000!

1979 Piper Seneca II: Sperry RDR-160 color radar, BFG WX-950 stormscope, NSD-360 HSI,
Garmin 155 GPS coupled to HSI, 3-bladed hot props, club seating, FAR 135-maintained, 7150
TT, 1795/150 SMOH. $149,950

1980 Cessna R-182RG: Dual KX-165 NavComs, dual glideslopes, KMA-28 audio panel with
4-place intercom, KN-64 DME, KLN-90B IFR GPS, KCS-55A HSI! 300A autopilot, updated
interior, Rosen visors, Tanis heater, standby vacuum, 275 SFOH! 7490 TT. $89,500

For full specifications and photos, visit our website at WisconsinAviation.com.
We Welcome Your Consignment! Wisconsin Aviation, Inc., is one of the state’s largest aircraft dealers. We maintain a large inventory of
brokered aircraft. If you are considering selling your aircraft, please call to discuss the advantages of listing your aircraft with us. If in the
market to buy and we don’t have the plane you want, we’ll find it for you.

Corporate Headquarters
1741 River Drive
Watertown, WI 53094
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What’s Around the Corner
Apr 11
Private Pilot Ground School @ MSN
		 Sundays thru July 11, 1-4 pm
Apr 12
Private Pilot Ground School @ RYV
		 Mondays thru July 12, 6-9 pm
May 1
Instrument Ground School @ MSN
		 Saturdays thru July 24, 10 am – 1 pm
June 6

EAA Chapter 897 Pancake Breakfast @ UNU

June 13

Ninety-Nines’ Pancake Breakfast/Airport Open House @RYV

For more details, visit our website at WisconsinAviation.com or email us at
WisAv@WisconsinAviation.com.
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